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54 Preface 

Norbert Totschnig, 
Federal Minister

Preface
As the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Regions and Water Manage-
ment, our responsibilities and efforts 
relate to the basic needs of life. One 
farmer in Austria feeds nowadays 
around 100 people. Moreover, agri-
cultural holdings take care of the de-
velopment of climate-fit forests, tend 
our cultivated landscapes, cultivate 
Alpine pastures, and host guests. Di-
versified offers, such as farm holidays 
or direct marketing, provide additional 
opportunities for future-oriented fur-
ther development in the regions–es-

pecially in times of unstable agricultural prices and markets!
It is a matter of special concern to me to support our 

farmers in coping with the current challenges in the best pos-
sible way–and the challenges are manifold! Climatic changes 
are putting many arable crops under pressure, and increased 
pest infestation is causing the numbers of damaged wood 
to rise. On Alpine pastures, the temperatures are rising par-
ticularly fast, here the vegetation starts two weeks earlier in 
spring than 25 years ago, and this can affect the forage qual-
ity. In order to be able to successfully face these changes, 
a combination of tradition and innovation is needed. This is 
the only way we can preserve our small-scale agriculture and 
continue to produce food at the highest quality, animal wel-
fare, and environmental standards.

Since the diverse services provided by our farms cannot 
be taken for granted, they need the support of the society 
as a whole. This includes fair trade practices: Since March 
2022, the Fairness Office has been helping anonymously and 
free of charge affected people, who are pressured by large 
traders when selling agricultural products. Mandatory origin 
labelling in mass catering will also make an important con-
tribution. We all have a voice: Those who choose regional 
products strengthen our family farms and protect the envi-
ronment by means of shorter transport routes. In this way 
the value-added remains the country!

Norbert Totschnig, MSc
Federal Minister for Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water 
Management 
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Annual priorities of the BML
In 2023 the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions 
and Water Management is devoting itself to new priority top-
ics in the facts and figures presented.

The focus is for example on the approximately 8,000 man-
aged alpine pastures in Austria. They are the result of cen-
turies of hard peasant work. The preservation of traditional 
mountain and alpine farming is a matter of central concern. 

At the interface between agriculture and tourism, the of-
fer of farm holidays has gained in significance. Throughout 
Austria, around 10,000 holdings offer overnight accommoda-
tion, thus creating jobs and stimulating the regional econ-
omy. The popularity of farm products also offers opportunities 
in direct marketing. It is an important source of income for 
about 18,000 farms and keeps the value added in the country. 

Since direct marketing is not an option everywhere, many 
producers are dependent on trade. Another focus is there-
fore on the Fairness Office created in 2022: As an independ-
ent ombudsman’s office it supports anonymously and free of 
charge those affected who are put under pressure by large 
corporations when selling agricultural or food products. 

Agricultural and forestry apprenticeships are also a fo-
cus. In the course of reforming the Agricultural and Forestry 
Vocational Training Act (LFBAG), professional hunters are to 
be legally anchored as a separate apprenticeship profession.

The horse industry is also in focus this year. The breed-
ing of the horse breeds Noriker, Haflinger, Warmblood, Shag-
ya-Arabian and the Lipizzaner is traditionally rooted in Aus-
tria. The endangered Noriker breed is also promoted within 
the framework of the Agri-environmental Programme ÖPUL. 
Horses are an important tourism and cultural factor, a lead-
ing enterprise being for example the Spanish Riding School 
in Vienna with the Federal Stud Piber.

On the following pages, the brochure “Facts and Figures 
2023” presents the most important areas of responsibility 
of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and 
 Water Management and provides an insight into statistics 
 relating to agriculture, forests and logging, regional policy 
and spatial planning, water management, protection against 
natural hazards and more. 

Living Space Regions
Spatial development policy and spatial planning coordinate 
the different, often competing social, economic, ecological 
and cultural demands placed by the society in the common 
living space. The goal is the sustainable and balanced devel-
opment of the Austrian national territory.

In the field of the national spatial development and spa-
tial planning the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Re-
gions and Water Management (BML) sets technical impulses. 
They refer first and foremost to the implementation of the Aus-
trian Spatial Development Concept (ÖREK) 2030.

Regional policy aims at permanently increasing the qual-
ity of life in all regions and at adjusting them on the long run.

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and 
Water Management (BML) is in charge of the coordination in 
the fields of regional policy and spatial planning. For this pur-
pose, the Ministry takes appropriate measures and coordinates 
EU funding programmes.

In this way the current challenges, such as post corona, 
climate change, demographic change, digitalisation, and in-
creased international competition for business locations, shall 
be taken account of.

The coordination takes place in close cooperation with 
all Federal Ministries as well as with the Federal Provinces. 
The Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning (Österreichische 
Raum ordnungskonferenz ÖROK), a joint organisation of the 
Federal Government, the Federal Provinces, the Austrian As-
sociation of Cities and Towns, and the Austrian Association 
of Municipalities supports the Federal Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management with its task 
of coordination.

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and 
Water Management coordinates, in cooperation with the Aus-
trian Conference on Spatial Planning, the EU cohesion policy in 
Austria. This is in particular the use of the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) within the framework of the ERDF 
regional programme Austria and the regional cooperation pro-
grammes with other EU Member States (INTERREG).

Moreover, the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Regions and Water Management is in charge of representing 
the Austrian interests in legal issues for the EU funding pe-
riod 2021–2027. 
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2. Permanent settlement area in Austria

Permanent settlement area means the area potentially 
amendable to settlement, where humans live, work, manage 
their natural resources and recreate. Due to the high share of 
mountainous areas in Austria the delimitation of a permanent 
settlement area is essential for spatial planning. The perma-
nent settlement area is the space, which remains after the 
deduction of forests, Alpine grassland, wasteland and wa-
ter bodies. It comprises the area, which is available for agri-
culture, settlements and transport facilities.

In 2022, Austria had; with a national territory of 83,883 km²; 
a permanent settlement area of 32,584 km², which are 39 % 
of the federal territory. In Tyrol it makes up 12 % of the pro-
vincial territory, whereas it comprises 77 % of the territory of 
the city in Vienna. The population in the permanent settlement 
area amounted all over Austria on average to 278 persons/m².

The settlement area, thus the currently populated area, 
covers 11.502 km², which are 14 % of the federal territory. In 
Tyrol it corresponds to 7 % of the provincial area and in Vi-
enna to 60 % of the area of the city. In 2022, the popula-
tion in the settlement area in Austria amounted on average 
to 787 persons/km². As a result of the high share of moun-
tainous area the population density in Alpine valleys has an 
above-average level. Metaphorically speaking: “It is narrow in 
the valley, whereas there is a lot of space on “the mountain.” 

1. Population and demographic change

Austria’s population is permanently growing. In 1900, six mil-
lion people lived in Austria within the present federal territory. 
By the end of the 1950ies, Austria had 7 million inhabitants, 
by the year 2000 already 8 million. As of 1 January 2023 the 
9.1 million mark has for the first time been slightly exceeded.

And Austria is still growing. For the year 2030 Statis-
tics Austria forecasts a population of about 9.36 million, for 
2050 around 9.86 million and for 2080 around 10.26 million. 
Moreover, an increase in the share of people older than 65 to 
2.16 (23.12 percent of the total population) is also predicted 
for the year 2030, as well as a rise in the number of private 
households to 4.2 million, and here first and foremost of sin-
gle households with 1.6 million. 
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3. Urban and rural area

Politically-administratively speaking Austria is subdivided 
into nine Federal Provinces, which are, in turn, subdivided 
into 94 political districts, with 15 statutory cities and 79 ru-
ral districts, and 2,093 communities (as of 1 January 2023).

1,352 communities have less than 2,500 inhabitants. The 
majority are small communities in rural areas.

Cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants are the fed-
eral capital Vienna with 1,982 million, Graz with 298,479, Linz 
with 210,118, Salzburg with 156,619, Innsbruck with 131,358 
and Klagenfurt on Lake Wörtherseee with 104,332.

The space is divided into urban and rural areas. It has to 
be stated that presently there exists no standard definition 
for the “rural area”. The allocation to “urban” or “rural” takes 
place depending on the space typology. An Austrian space 
typology is the urban-rural typology of Statistics Austria 
with the four main classes. “Urban centres (urban regions)
regional centres/rural areas in the surroundings of centres 
(external zone)/and rural areas”. On the basis of the number 
of inhabitants and the accessibility into central/intermedi-
ate/peripheral, the subdivision into another 11 classes takes 
place. In addition to that municipalities with above-average 
tourism have been identified.

The European Commission’s spatial typologies are the 
“Urban-Rural-Typology” as well as the “Degree of Urbanisa-
tion”. The “Urban-Rural-Typology” is a typology on the basis 
of the NUTS-3-Level, which comprises in Austria 35 NUTS-
3-Regions. On the basis of the Urban-Rural-Typology, which 
is based on a 1 km² cell analyses of the population density, a 
subdivision into three categories takes place: “predominantly 
urban”, “intermediate” and “predominantly rural”. The “Degree 
of Urbanisation” classifies territorial units into “Local Admin-
istrative Units”, which correspond in Austria to the munici-
palities’ level. Subsequently there is a subdivision of munici-
pal areas into three spatial types: “Cities/smaller towns and 
suburbs/rural areas”.

In spatial planning a “region” means a territorial unit, which 
is, as far as its size is concerned, between a municipality and 
a Federal Province”. In the priority “My Region–Home Future–
Living Environment” (see meine-regionen.at) the Federal Min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management 
deals with the big challenges of regions and sets priorities on 
strengthening the regional economy and innovative power, 
safeguarding the regional services of general public interest, 
as well as on the reduction of land consumption.

https://www.meine-regionen.at/
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them and will demonstrate a strategy for a joint and imple-
mentation-oriented approach.

In the years 2019–2021 land consumption amounted to 
41.84 km² (on an average over three years). The concrete goal 
is to reduce the annual increase to 2.5 ha net per day and/
or 9 km² per year by 2030.

In coordination with the Austrian Conference on Spatial 
Planning the Environment Agency Austria is currently devel-
oping a new method in order to be able to represent the land 
use in Austria in a more detailed and precise way. The con-
sideration of additional databases will enable a higher level 
of detailing and topicality of the soil figures. 

4. Soil consumption and land use

Soils constitute the basis of food production, clean drinking 
water, natural areas and settlement development. Due to a 
great number of different claims of utilisation our environ-
ment is under enormous pressure. Population growth, pros-
perity, mobility and economic activities: All that is related 
to increasing soil consumption. Apartments, business set-
tlements and infrastructural facilities, such as shopping cen-
tres, are often built outside or at the border of existing set-
tlements “on the greenfield sites”.

Negative effects, such as the desolation of town centres, 
urban sprawl, vacant apartments and unexploited business 
premises in town centres are increasing. Dispersed settle-
ments render the infrastructural costs of communities more 
expensive, as longer distances increase the costs of mainte-
nance and further development In particular in conurbation 
areas and in regions with a low supply of permanent settle-
ment space, building land is soon getting more expensive 
due to the great demand.

Increasing soil consumption is predominantly to the det-
riment of agricultural areas. Due to the conversion of agri-
cultural land, which goes at 40 % hand in hand with soil seal-
ing with asphalt or concrete, there will be an irreversible loss 
of naturally grown soils for food, feed and seeds produc-
tion. These uses frequently take place on favourable agricul-
tural areas, which, on the long run, threatens the self-sup-
ply with local food.

The protection of the finite resource soil constitutes thus 
the basic framework for a sustainable development of regions 
and offers at the same time the opportunity for safeguarding 
crisis-proof living environments worth living in.

The task of soil protection requires a great number of ac-
tors at federal, provincial regional, municipal and city levels, 
and can only be successful by means of the support of all, 
and with a coordinated and integrated approach. The Fed-
eral Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Man-
agement (BML) takes care of this coordinating task, within 
the framework of the priority issue “reduction of land con-
sumption/soil protection”, and implements spatial planning 
measures within its sphere of competence. Examples for this 
commitment are the studies commissioned by the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water Man-
agement “Soil consumption in Austria” and “Land consump-
tion by compensatory measures”. The Austrian Soil Protec-
tion Strategy, which is currently being worked out, draws on 
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5. The Austrian ERDF/IGJ Programme

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) supports 
the goal “Investments in Growth and Jobs 2014–2020 (IGJ)”. 
Within the framework of this goal a total of 694 million eu-
ros are available for the Austria-wide “ERDF/IGJ Programme 
2014–2020” for the co-financing of projects. This amount in-
cludes also the ERDF funds to the amount of 158 million eu-
ros additionally provided by the EU to combat the conse-
quences of the COVID crisis (REACT-EU).

ERDF/IGJ funding is granted in combination with both 
private and national public funding of the Federal Govern-
ment and the Federal Provinces. The total investment volume 
approved so far amounts to about 3.3 billion euros. By the 
middle of June 2023 a total of 1,872 projects with an ERDF 
volume of 635,2 million euros were approved. The ERDF/IGJ 
funds are allocated to the programme priorities and/or fields 
of measures mentioned in the table.

For the purposes of thematic concentration the IGJ/
ERDF-Programme in Austria focuses its investments on the 
promotion of research, technological development and inno-
vation, SMEs, and the reduction of CO2 emissions in all sec-
tors of the economy. Particular attention has to be paid to 
the promotion of sustainable urban development and the sup-
port of the urban-rural development as well as to local de-
velopment strategies. National and regional strategies have 
been considered in preparation and programming processes, 
among them the Austrian FTI Strategy 2020 (strategy for re-
search, technology and innovation), “Der Weg zum Innova-
tion Leader” (meaning ‘the path towards becoming an inno-
vation leader’) or the regional innovation strategies of the 
Federal Provinces. 

For more information see: 2014-2020.efre.gv.at. 

https://2014-2020.efre.gv.at/
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6. Programme IfJG ERDF/JTF Austria 2021–2027

The Programme “Investments in Jobs, Growth, and the Transi-
tion to a Low-carbon Economy in Austria 2021–2027” was offi-
cially launched in October 2022. The EU funds to the amount of 
597.4 million euro are available from the European Regional De-
velopment Fund (ERDF) and from the Just Transition Fund–JTF.

The Programme aims at supporting a sustainable growth 
of the economy supporting both goals productivity increase 
as well as resource saving and decarbonisation at the same 
time. The improvement of the quality of life of people con-
stitutes another objective of the Programme.

The Programme contains 4 priority axes, including 10 
measures addressing the political goals aimed at by the EU 
“a smarter Europe”, “a greener Europe” and “a Europe closer 
to the citizens”. 

Priorities and allocation of funds to the 
programme priorities

• P1: Innovation by further development of research, 
technology and innovation capacities, and competi-
tiveness of SMEs. For this purpose, 309 million euro 
(59 % of the ERDF programme budget) are available.

• P2: Sustainability: by means of subsidising energy ef-
ficiency and GHG reduction. For this purpose 157 mil-
lion euro (30 %) from the ERDF are available.

• P3: Territorial development by means of integrated, 
sustainable urban and rural development. 55 million 
euro (11 % of the ERDF budget) are earmarked for 
this priority.

• P4 Transition to a climate-neutral economy: 6 mil-
lion euro are earmarked for this purpose from the 
Just Transition Fund (JTF) for those regions, which 
are most severely affected by the effects of the tran-
sition to a climate-neutral economy.

• Cross-cutting issues which can be subsidised within 
the framework of all priorities: Digitisation and 
 circular economy.

For more detailed information, see www.efre.gv.at.

7./8. The Austrian ETC Programme

European Territorial Cooperation (ETC), also called INTER-
REG is an ERDF goal and/or a goal of the EU Cohesion Pol-
icy 2014–2020. ETC provides a framework for the implemen-
tation of joint projects between national, regional and local 
actors from various Member States.

In the period of the European Structural and Investment 
Fund 2014–2020 Austria was participating within the frame-
work of the objective ETC in a total of seven “cross-border” 
programmes, three “trans-national” programmes as well as 
in EU-wide network programmes. 

http://www.efre.gv.at
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9./10. LEADER in Austria

LEADER is a programme of measures of the European Union, 
which promotes innovative actions in rural areas. The pro-
gramme is funded by the European Agricultural Fund for Ru-
ral Development (EAFRD). It serves to support the regions in 
their independent development. The local population is ac-
tively involved in this context.

In 2015, 77 regions were recognized as LEADER regions 
in Austria. For this purpose, every region has worked out a 
comprehensive Local Development Strategy (LDS). The imple-
mentation of the Local Development Strategy falls within the 
responsibility of the Local Action Group (LAG). It is composed 
of representatives of local public institutions, private groups 
as well as of private persons. In every LEADER region a sep-
arate management supports the implementation of the LDS. 
An overview of about 1,000 projects of the period LE  14–20 
and a selection of the projects of the period LE  07–13 are 
available in the project database of the network Zukunfts-
raum Land at zukunftsraumland.at/projekte.

Outlook: In July 2023 the new period within the frame-
work of the Austrian CAP Strategic Plan 2023–2027 started 
with then 83 already recognised Local Action Groups (LAGs).

https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/projekte
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High-quality agriculture
Domestic family farms care for Austria’s unique cultivated 
landscape, supply people with high-quality food and are 
committed to climate change mitigation. Dynamic rural areas 
ensure quality of life and guarantee food security. Austria’s 
agriculture has developed very well in recent years. Never-
theless, many holdings face specific challenges. All of Aus-
tria benefits from support granted to farmers. Regionality 
and diversity prepare the ground for premium-quality and 
resource-efficient production. 

An agricultural policy focus already lies on the program-
ming period of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2021– 
2027. With the so-called Strategic Plans, the European Com-
mission pursues a new, innovative approach. Each EU Member 
State has to draw up an individual plan covering all areas: Di-
rect payments, rural development and measures for individ-
ual branches (e.g. wine, bees). This allows EU Member States 
greater flexibility to design their tailor-made national agri-
cultural policies. Only fundamental parameters, like the ob-
jectives of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), general 
areas of support or the basic requirements, are to be deter-
mined on EU level. Instead of verifying compliance with re-
quirements as before, the European Commission will give pri-
ority to results and performance. 

The Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions 
and Water Management (BML) is presently preparing the na-
tional CAP Strategic Plan for the 2023–2027 period and en-
deavours to ensure stable, reliable framework conditions for 
family farms. The focus is to be on climate measures as well 
as on sustainable, diverse agricultural and forestry practices 
and on vital rural areas.

Farm Structure Survey 2020

Every ten years the EU Member States have to conduct a com-
plete Farm Structure Survey (agricultural census). The results 
of Austria’s 2020 Farm Structure Survey indicate that family 
farms, which account for 93 % of all farms, remain the back-
bone of Austria’s agriculture and forestry.

Key results of the Farm Structure Survey 2020

• In 2020, Austria featured 154,953 agricultural 
and forestry holdings. Over the past decade, the 
number of holdings declined by 11 %.

• In 2020, 420,018 persons worked in the agricultural 
and forestry holdings.

• Marked plus for organic farming: 24,809 holdings or 
22.4 % managed their farms according to organic 
farming principles. In 2010, 15.1 % did so.

• The number of farms managed by women increased 
slightly: 35 % of the agricultural and forestry hold-
ings are “female”; in 2010, the share was 34 %.

• 93 % are family farms: 4 out of 5 persons working 
on farms are family members.

• 35 % were run as full-time farms, 57 % were part-
time farms.

• With 49 %, land use is marked by forestry. Agricul-
tural utilisations account for 38 % of Austria’s land.

• Agricultural and forestry holdings are small-struc-
tured. The trend towards slightly larger holdings 
continued. The average utilised agricultural area (ar-
able land, permanent crops, permanent grassland) 
increased from 18.8 ha in 2010 to 23.6 ha in 2020.

• Animal husbandry has a small-scale structure in 
comparison to the international level. 82,001 hold-
ings held farmed animals. On average, 34 head of 
cattle, 112 pigs, 33 sheep and 12 goats were kept 
per holding.

Detailed results of the Austrian Farm Structure Survey 2020 
are available at statistik.at, 
EU-wide results at ec.europa.eu/eurostat.

https://www.statistik.at/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/home
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1. Factor income of the agricultural industry

The real agricultural factor income describes the net value 
added at factor cost. The latter is calculated from the value 
of the agricultural production at producer prices, less all in-
termediate inputs, depreciation and other production levies. 
Other aids are added.

In Austria, the real agricultural factor income per worker 
increased by a little more than a quarter (+25.5 %) in 2022, 
after an increase by 6.3 % in the year before. The substantial 
income plus was mainly due to the continued decrease in the 
agricultural labour input (–0.6 %). In a comparison with the 
year before, the factor income generated in the agricultural 
industry changed (in nominal terms: +31.6 %; in real terms: 
+25.5 %). The main reason behind the growth of the factor 
income compared to 2021 was the increase in the output of 
the agricultural sector.

With approximately 10.4 billion euros, the total output 
of Austria’s agricultural industry is presumably 22.8 % above 
the level of the previous year, which is mainly due to the sig-
nificant growth of the value of plant production (+22.0 %). 
The output of several groups of plant products, such as ce-
reals, oilseeds and protein plants as well as fruit, increased. 
For potato growing, the output remained the same, however. 
The value of animal production increased significantly as well 
(+19.6 %). In livestock production (916 million euros), a plus of 
+10.8 % was recorded and in pig keeping, the increase in the 
production value amounted to +15.1 % or 117 million euros. 

The expenditure of domestic agriculture for intermediate 
inputs was estimated to amount to approximately 6.1 billion 
euros (+23,2 %), the depreciation for fixed assets to about 
2.3 billion euros (+13.4 %). According to preliminary calcula-
tions the public funds to be considered in the determination 
of the agricultural income (according to the EAA terminology 

“subsidies on products” and “other subsidies”) amounted to 
approximately 1.7 billion euros (+14.3 %). 
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3. Beekeeping in Austria

The number of apiaries and bee colonies continued to rise 
in Austria in 2022. According to notifications to the Austrian 
Veterinary Information System (VIS) 34,430 bee-keepers with 
roughly 480,000 bee colonies ensured the pollination of ag-
ricultural crops and wild plants in Austria. About 30 % of the 
entire human nutrition is derived from plants that are polli-
nated by bees. Without bees and other pollinating insects, 
the range of foods available to us would be severely limited. 

With an average number of 14 bee colonies per estab-
lishment, the beekeeping sector is small-structured in Aus-
tria. Only few professional apiarists keep more than 150 bee 
colonies. About 99 % of all bee-keepers are part-time and 
spare-time apiarists. Their umbrella organisation is the asso-
ciation “Biene Österreich”. 

A bee colony consists of 20,000 to 50,000 bees and pro-
duces 20 to 25 kg honey per year. The domestic honey pro-
duction covers approx. 44 % of Austria’s demand. The annual 
per capita consumption amounts to 1 kg. 

2. Output of agricultural activity

With roughly 10.5 billion euros, the total output of Austria’s 
agricultural industry is 22.8 % above the level of 2021, which 
is mainly due to the extremely strong growth of the value of 
plant production (+22,0 %). The output of all groups of plant 
products, incl. cereals, oilseeds and protein plants, but also 
vegetables and fruit, increased. A marked increase in the 
output was recorded for sugar beat (+75.1 %), fodder plants 
(+53.7  %) and potatoes (17.1  %). The output of animal pro-
duction increased substantially as well (+19.6 %): Cattle pro-
duction showed a plus of +10.9 %; for pig keeping the output 
reached 891 million euros (+15.1 %). 

The expenditure for intermediate inputs was estimated 
to amount to approximately 6.1 bn euros (+23.2 %), the de-
preciation for fixed assets to about 2.4 bn euros (+13.6 %). 
According to first, preliminary calculations the public funds 
to be considered in the determination of the agricultural in-
come (according to the EAA terminology “subsidies on prod-
ucts” and “other subsidies”) amounted to approximately 1.7 bn 
euros (+14.3 %).
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5. Agricultural holdings by type of gainful activity

In 2020, 93 % of the 154,953 agricultural and forestry holdings 
were family farms; only 2.7 % had the legal status of “group 
farms” and 4.2 % were held by legal entities. 36 % of the sole-
holder farms were managed on a full-time basis, 57 % of the 
holdings were operated by part-time farmers. 

56,000, or about one quarter, of the 245,000 full-time 
farms recorded in 1960 were still active in 2020. Many of the 
then full-time farmers took the opportunity to practice also 
non-agricultural activities and shifted to part-time farming 
in the course of that period. 

Especially in periods of volatile agricultural prices and 
markets, small-structured holdings benefit from being able 
to rely on several sources of income. Targeted diversification, 
such as farm holidays, direct marketing or “Green Care” of-
fers, on farms with health-promoting, pedagogical or social 
objectives, enhances competitiveness and allows future-ori-
ented, resilient development. Austria’s farmers take a lead-
ing role in this development. 

4. Agricultural and forestry holdings

According to the Farm Structure Survey (FSS) exactly 154,953 
agricultural and forestry holdings were registered in Austria 
in 2020–about 11 % less than in 2010. 44,444 holdings, or 
29  %, manage exclusively forest area. The utilised agricul-
tural area (UAA) per holding has doubled in the course of 
the past 60 years, but Austria’s agriculture continues to be 
small-structured (FSS 2020): 44.9 ha per holding total area, 
23.6 ha UAA per holding and 19.3 ha arable land per holding. 

In 2020, Austrian farms managed 2.7 million ha (–36 %) 
of utilised agricultural area–about one third of the federal 
territory–as well as 3.4 million hectares of woodland, which 
corresponds to 47 % of the federal territory. 1.2 million ha 
(16 % of the federal territory) accounted for other areas. Com-
pared to 1960, the proportion reversed. At that time, 38 % of 
the cultivated area were still woodland and 49 % were uti-
lised agricultural area. Marginal land was afforested or turned 
into forests and land close to residential areas was sealed. 
78 % of the agricultural and forestry holdings are located in 
less-favoured areas. 
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6. Organic farms

An encouraging trend has been observed in organic farming 
in Austria: Both the number of holdings and the areas un-
der organic farming are constantly rising. A little more than 
25,100 holdings are run according to the principles of organic 
farming. They cultivate already more than about 706,000 ha. 

Since 2005, the area under organic farming has increased 
by about one third. The share of area under organic farm-
ing accounts for more than a quarter of the total agricul-
tural area already. This makes Austria Europe’s organic farm-
ing country number 1. 

7. Holdings facing natural constraints

In 2022, 78,525 farms received compensatory allowances 
(CA) for nature-related handicaps within the framework of ru-
ral development, a total amount of 252.14 million euros. The 
number of CA holdings was highest in Styria (18,923), fol-
lowed by Lower Austria (14,644), Upper Austria (13,569), Ty-
rol (10,765) and Carinthia (9,319). 

In the context of the reorientation of the EU’s Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) for the 2021–2027 period, the CA 
will be a targeted and simple intervention also in the future. 
It is a key measure to maintain area-wide agricultural man-
agement and contributes to the preservation of Austria’s cul-
tivated landscape. 

The concept of Austria’s CA with its identification of hand-
icaps for the individual farm is to be continued to ensure a 
suitable compensation for the efforts undertaken by farm-
ers. The high level of support provided to mountain farms 
in most extreme locations will be continued, but some ad-
aptations are required because farm sizes increase also in 
less-favoured areas. An adaptation to this development is to 
be implemented by means of an additional degression level. 
Generally, the CA is a proven tool and enjoys a high level of 
acceptance also in areas other than agriculture. 
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8. Alpine pastures and mountain grazing in Austria

Alpine pastures are traditional economic areas of alpine farm-
ing and mountain farming in Austria. The species-rich alpine 
pastures are the result of centuries of hard work by the al-
pine farmers. Even today, alpine farming is a particularly la-
bour-intensive form of agriculture. It is currently facing major 
challenges such as climate change, clashes between grazing 
livestock and recreationists, and the return of large preda-
tors. Support for alpine pasturing is a central pillar of the na-
tional CAP Strategic Plan for the funding period 2023–2027.

In 2022, 7,998 alpine pastures with an alpine forage area 
of roughly 305,600 ha were managed. The number of shep-
hard pastures remained about the same compared to 2021. 
In 2022, 7,195 shephards guarded the alpine cattle on 4,807 
shephard pastures. Shepherding is most commonly practised 
in Vorarlberg and Tyrol.

About 259,400 LU from 24,060 farms were brought to 
alpine pastures. With 300,038 head of cattle, 50,088 head 
of dairy cows and 13,658 head of goats, the numbers of an-
imals kept on alpine pastures remained the same compared 
to 2021. Horses and small horses showed a positive devel-
opment with 10,447 head (+2.9 %). In contrast, the number 
of sheep brought to alpine pastures has, with 107,169 head, 
decreased by 1.9 % compared to 2021.

With 27 % the share of animals kept on alpine pastures 
was highest among sheep in Austria; 16 % of the cattle and 
9 % of the dairy cows were brought to alpine pastures. Of 
the horses and small horses recorded in IACS, 16 % spent 
the summer on alpine pastures; for goats it was almost 14 %. 
The three Federal Provinces with the highest shares of ani-
mals brought to alpine pastures were Tyrol, Vorarlberg and 
Salzburg.

The information website “Miteinander sicher auf Öster-
reichs Almen” (meaning: “Safe together on Austria’s alpine 
pastures”) at sichere-almen.at aims to avoid conflicts of tour-
ism and recreational sports with grazing livestock and shows 
10 rules for the proper handling of grazing livestock. 

https://www.sichere-almen.at
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10.  Payments for agriculture and forestry–Rural 
development

Payments for rural development are financed from EU, federal 
and provincial funds. In 2022 almost 1,202 million € (of which 
639 million € of EU funds) were granted to about 102,300 
holdings and about 2,050 other enterprises, institutes or per-
sons. The expenses for rural development account for about 
44 % of the 2022 agricultural budget. 

Of this, about 478.5 million € (40 %) accounted for the 
agri-environmental measures (ÖPUL), 252 million € (21 %) for 
the compensatory allowance for areas facing natural con-
straints, 175 million € (15 %) for investment support, 104 mil-
lion € (8.7  %) for basic services and village renewal, and 
192 million € (16 %) for other RD 2014–2020 measures (Aus-
trian Rural Development Programme 2014–2020), the tech-
nical assistance and the national network. 

9.  Payments for agriculture and forestry by year of 
measures

The payments to agricultural and forestry holdings contrib-
ute substantially to their yield and remuneration. They ensure 
stability and planning security for family farms and thereby 
guarantee supply with high-quality food and maintenance 
of intact rural areas. 

The budget includes three sectors: Market organisation 
expenses, rural development and other measures. In 2022, fi-
nancial support totalled approximately 2,757.4 million euros. 
Of the payments for agriculture and forestry in the meas-
ure year 2022, the market organisation measures (Pillar 1 of 
the CAP) accounted for around a quarter of the payments 
(708.5 million euros); the largest share related to Rural De-
velopment (Pillar 2 of the CAP) with 1,202.0 million euros or 
44 %. The remaining measures increased by 40 %, thus reach-
ing 847 million euros. Taking everything into account, the 
funding pot increased by almost 14 %. 
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12. Crops on arable land

In 2022, Austria featured around 1.321 million ha of arable 
farmland. This is a decline of arable land by 18 % compared 
to 1960. Compared to the previous year, 2022, the cultivation 
of bread grain was increased; the cultivation of oilseeds saw 
a plus of about 15,000 ha, which is above all due to the ex-
tension of soy cultivation, while the cultivation of root crops 
declined by about 5,000 ha. Set-aside areas remained about 
the same (roughly 49,100 ha). 

The intensified cultivation of protein crops contributes 
greatly to making Europe more independent of soy imports. 
Regional cultivation saves resources, cuts transport distances 
and improves soil fertility. Austria is playing a leading role 
in this context: Over the past few years, soybean cultivation 
has doubled in Austria. 

In the fight against climate change and its impacts, 
adapted varieties that allow stable and high-quality yields in 
spite of the growing number of extreme weather events play 
an important role. For this reason, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Saatgut Austria launched the research project “Klimafit”. 

11. Agricultural production

The cereal harvest (incl. maize grains) amounted to 5.3 mil-
lion tonnes in 2022 and decreased by 2.4 % compared to the 
previous year. One of the reasons for this development was 
the mixed vegetation period, which led to diminished grain 
filling and smaller grain sizes of the stocks that were already 
depleted on account of the cold, dry winter. For root crops, 
there was a clear trend reversal after the cultivation low of 
the past years–a result of the massive expansion of the sugar 
beet cultivation area. The potato harvest declined by 10.8 %, 
however. The beet harvest declined by 10.2 %. The quantity 
of milk delivered to dairies increased by 2.9 % in 2022. The 
gross indigenous production of beef decreased by 2.0 % and 
the gross indigenous production of pork decreased by 4.7 %. 

However, Austria’s family farms are doing well in interna-
tional competition not for quantity but for their top quality. 
Regionality and obligatory designations of origin are there-
fore important priorities of agricultural policies. 
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14. Cereal supply in Austria

In the business year 2021/22, Austria’s agricultural industry 
produced around 5.3 million tonnes of cereals (including grain 
maize). About 6.06 million tonnes thereof were used domes-
tically, of which 2.90 million tonnes as animal feed, 0.10 mil-
lion tonnes as seed and 1.80 million tonnes in the industry. 
The per capita consumption amounted to 93 kg. 

The degree of self-sufficiency for cereals reached 87 %. 
For rye, the degree of self-sufficiency was 90 %, for durum 
wheat and common wheat 101 %. The total area under cere-
als was 754,000 hectares in 2022.

13. Seed production industry in Austria

Seed and planting material must meet strict requirements. 
In Austria, around 6,000 farmers propagate seeds of the dif-
ferent crops for Austrian seed companies or cooperatives on 
39,427 hectares (2022). On about 21 % of the reproductive 
areas, certified organic seeds are grown. Austria is 100 % 
self-sufficient in cereal seed. The diversity of varieties is guar-
anteed: According to the Austrian list of varieties of 2023 
about 1,246 varieties are approved in Austria. 

In 2022, the seed production industry employed ap-
prox. 700 persons in around 25 companies active in plant 
breeding, seed production and the direct sale of seed. Plant 
breeding and seed production are a central sector of Aus-
trian agriculture. 

Seed is subject to stringent national and international 
regulations. The Federal Office for Food Safety (baes.gv.at) 
in AGES implements the laws concerning seed quality assur-
ance. Variety approval is subject to testing. 

Saatgut Austria is the representation of interest of the 
seed industry. The BML and the Federal Provinces promote 
a project of Saatgut Austria and AGES which aims at healthy 
and climate-fit varieties. 

https://www.baes.gv.at/
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16. Production of food fish

Within the framework of the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP) Austria’s fisheries policy concentrates on strengthening 
aquaculture with the sustainable production of high-quality 
fish products. Aquaculture means the breeding or keeping of 
water organisms, such as fish, crayfish or prawns, with the ob-
jective of increasing production beyond the degree possible 
under natural conditions by means of suitable techniques. In 
2021, 542 aquaculture enterprises produced 4,920 tonnes of 
food fish in Austria (+8.7 % compared to 2020).

The Ministry of Agriculture takes numerous measures to 
enhance production and the degree of self-sufficiency. The 
Aquaculture Strategy 2020 fosters domestic sustainable fish-
ery and quality production. At the international level, too, 
Austria vehemently advocates sustainable fishery and envi-
ronmentally compatible catch quotas. 

15. Wine, fruit and vegetable production

In 2022, 2.77 million hl of wine were produced –4.7 % less 
than in 2021. For red wine, the quantity harvested increased 
by 7.2 %. White wine saw a decrease of 1.6 %, thus reaching 
1.7 hl. Grüner Veltliner is with almost 50 % of the white-wine 
area the most common white-wine variety, followed by the 
Weißburgunder varieties (11 %), Welschriesling (11 %), Rheinries-
ling (7 %), and Müller-Thurgau (6 %). One third of the vineyards 
is stocked with red-wine varieties. The top three are Zweigelt 
(42 %), Blaufränkisch (19 %) and Blauer Portugieser (8 %). 

With 237,200 t–slightly more than a quarter above the 
preceding year (188,200 t)–the fruit production of 2022 was 
particularly good. Pome fruit production increased to 202,500 t 
(+26.5 %), stone fruit production saw an enormous increase as 
well and reached 11,100 t (+27.5 %); furthermore, soft fruit pro-
duction increased extraordinarily–by one fifth–and reached 
23,100 t. The total production of field and garden vegetables 
amounted to 674,300 t in 2022 (–0.1 %) and remained almost 
unchanged compared to 2021. The area planted with vegeta-
bles was 18,482 ha in 2022, a small reduction by 260 ha (–1.4 %).
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18. Horse husbandry in Austria

The horse industry is traditionally rooted in Austria. Horses 
are an important tourism and cultural factor. Equestrian 
sports, show jumping and trotting, are also traditionally 
based in Austria.

With an estimated horse population of 130,000 horses 
(Pferd Austria, IWI, 2019) and an overall economic effect of 
2.24 billion to 2.33 billion euros, horses secure up to 24,800 
jobs (19,200 FTEs). The supply of horses requires approx-
imately 110,000 ha of land, 170,000 t of feed grain and 
200,000 t of hay. These farms generate their added value 
through breeding, the hiring of horses and the production of 
special feed for the horse industry.

Agricultural horse husbandry is characterised by tradi-
tion and husbandry motives and represents an important 
business sector within agriculture. In 2020, 13,788 farms 
kept 72,798 horses. Most farms kept other farm animals in 
addition to horses.

Austria is a very traditional horse breeding country with 
the horse breeds Noriker, Haflinger, Warmblood, Shagya-Ara-
bian and Lipizzaner. The Haflingers, which are sure-footed 
and can be used well in alpine terrain, are popular. The en-
dangered Noriker breed is promoted within the framework 
of the agri-environmental measure ÖPUL.

The Lipizzaner breed enjoys international renown with the 
leading farm of the Spanish Riding School in Vienna (srs.at) 
and the Federal Stud Piber in Styria. The classical horseman-
ship of the Spanish Riding School and the knowledge of Lipiz-
zaner breeding have been included in the UNESCO list as In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

17. Animal husbandry

As per 1 December 2022, 1.86 million cattle were kept in Aus-
tria. Compared to the previous year this was a reduction by 
0.5 %. The number of dairy cows rose to 551,000, a plus by 
4.6 %. As opposed to this, the total number of pigs fell by al-
most 5.0 % to 2.65 million. 

In a detailed comparison, the number of piglets decreased 
by 2.9% to 635,800 and the number of young pigs by 6.5 % 
to 680,500 animals. Compared to 2021, the number of fat-
tening pigs in the weight class 50 to under 80 kg (–3.4 % to 
519,000) decreased as did the number of those weighing 80 
to under 110 kg (–5.9 % to 455,300) and those weighing at 
least 110 kg (–3.8 % to 147,500). Among the breeding sows, 
the number of gilts declined by 9.0 % to 41,200 and the num-
ber of older sows by 6.5 % to 167,200. The total number of 
sows covered was 146,500 (–7.2 %). 

In a year-on-year comparison, the number of cattle farms 
was down to 52,600, the number of pig farms declined to 
19,200. The average stock density was 35 head of cattle, 138 
pigs, 25 sheep or 10 goats per holding. 

Meadows, pastures and alpine pastures in mountain ar-
eas provide the fodder for animal husbandry. This area-wide 
management deserves strong support–it protects areas for 
living and maintains the cultivated area. The well-tended land-
scape is vital for people seeking recreation and for tourism. 

https://www.srs.at/
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19. Bovine livestock

According to the Farm Structure Survey 2020 about 82,000 
(53 %) of the 154,953 holdings were engaged in livestock 
farming, compared to 63 % in 2010. As per 1 December 2022, 
around 1.86 million head of bovine animals were held in Aus-
tria. The highest numbers were recorded in Upper Austria, fol-
lowed by Lower Austria and Styria. The same goes for dairy 
cows. The average Austrian dairy cattle farm keeps 20 dairy 
cows. The smallest dairy farms, with an average number of 
12 dairy cows, are found in Tyrol, the biggest ones, with an 
average number of 36 dairy cows per farm, in Burgenland. 

A comparison with the reporting date of 2021 shows: In 
2022, bovine livestock declined slightly, by about 9,000 head 
(–0.3 %). The largest increase was recorded in Upper Austria 
with about 3,400 head (+0.6 %), followed by Tyrol with 402 
head (+0.23 %), Lower Austria with only 122 head (+0.03 %), 
and Salzburg with 41 head (+0.03 %). A minus of 6,900 head 
was recorded for Carinthia (–4.0 %), for Styria a reduction 
of 5,300 head was recorded (–1.7 %), followed by Vorarlberg 
with a reduction by 440 head (–0.7 %). With declining cattle 
numbers also the number of agricultural holdings with live-
stock went down in all Provinces: In absolute terms by al-
most 300 in Upper Austria, in relative terms in Vienna with 
–37.5 %. On national average, the decline amounted to 2.1 %. 

20. Production of dairy products

The production of fresh milk in Austria amounted to 742,200 
tonnes in 2022 (–1 %). The production of butter, which had 
experienced a low of 30,500 tonnes in 2005, rose to 34,400 
tonnes again. Fewer cows produced more milk; with 7,250 kg 
the average annual dairy performance per animal remained 
practically unchanged. For sheep milk, the quantity of raw 
milk produced rose by 8.1 %, thus amounting to 11,700 t, for 
goat milk it declined slightly, by 1.6 %, thus reaching 26,100 t. 

The Ministry of Agriculture is committed to strengthen 
the position of dairy farmers in the value-added chain–for 
example by promoting quality labels and designations of or-
igin. The model project of hay milk proved effective also eco-
nomically. With the sheep and goats hay milk, two more Aus-
trian “traditional specialities guaranteed” are being protected. 
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21. Supply balance sheet for major plant products

The supply balance sheets provide an overview of quantita-
tive and qualitative information about agriculture and the 
food sector. To cover a product in its entirety the supply 
balance of an agricultural commodity (e.g. wheat and sugar) 
takes into account also the most important processed prod-
ucts (e.g. flour, starch and sugary products)–provided that 
they are not the subject of separate balance sheets. This is 
the only way of getting an overall view of foreign trade and 
the supply with a product. 

The supply balance sheets are calculated for the most im-
portant foods and animal feeds taking into account the na-
tional circumstances (production and marketing structures 
of agriculture and the food sector, differentiated data situ-
ation and data availability, establishment and use of techni-
cal coefficients in detailed balance sheets, foreign trade pro-
visions etc.). They are published in detailed, product-specific 
supply-use calculations. 

In a long-term average, Austria is self-sufficient in the 
case of bread grain, potatoes, pulses, apples, onions, wine, 
and beer. However, many fruit and vegetable species can-
not, or not in sufficient quantities, be produced in Austria. 
We therefore need to supplement the domestic harvest by 
imports. 

The self-supply rate for fruit is 41 % in Austria, that for 
vegetables 57 %. Measured by the per-capita consumption, 
the most popular fruit are apples, followed by bananas and 
oranges. Increasingly unpredictable weather conditions con-
front the agricultural industry with great challenges. 
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23. Farm holidays in Austria 

In 2020, 9,895 agricultural enterprises offered “farm holi-
days” with 113,764 guest beds (approx. 11 % of the total num-
ber of tourist beds) throughout Austria. In 2020, there was 
a 35 % decline in overnight stays in Austrian tourism due to 
the COVID 19 pandemic (2019: +19 %).

In 2022, the number of overnight stays on farms in the 
category “Private accommodations on farms” increased by 
28.5 % while the number of beds remained almost unchanged. 
In the category “Holiday dwellings” on farms, the number of 
overnight stays increased by +59.9 % with a slight decrease 
in the number of beds. 17.7 % of these establishments offered 
breakfast. 82.3 % were self-catering holiday homes. 

22. Supply balance sheet for major animal products

Austrians consume 58.9 kg of meat per year. For beef and 
veal as well as offal, the rate of self-supply by far exceeds 
100 %. Pig meat, too, ranges with 108 % slightly above this 
level, whereas roughly 22 % of the poultry meat needed in 
Austria has to be imported. 

The annual per capita consumption of drinking milk amounts 
to 70.1 litres with a degree of self-sufficiency of 178 %. Cheese 
is popular as well. On average, 22.5 kg are consumed per per-
son and year. The degree of self-sufficiency for cheese is 100 %. 
For eggs, the per capita consumption is 14.6 kg eggs per year 
and the degree of self-sufficiency amounts to 92 %. 

Per person and year, 8.0 kg fish are consumed. Being a land-
locked country, the degree of self-sufficiency for fish amounts 
to only 7 % in Austria. 
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24.  Food–Protected geographical indications and 
traditional speciality guaranteed

The protection of origin and of specialities for food is impor-
tant. More and more people want to know where the food 
on their plates comes from and how it was produced. All the 
more important is it to offer customers clear guidance. At 
present, 16 Austrian products are protected by the EU qual-
ity labels “protected designation of origin” or “protected ge-
ographical indication” and three products as “traditional spe-
ciality guaranteed”. 

Moreover, the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) has developed a register of the traditional foods. The 
objective is to identify and maintain the traditional knowl-
edge about Austria’s culinary heritage. For more information, 
see traditionelle-lebensmittel.at. 

25. Direct marketing

Whether at farmers’ markets or regional events: Farm prod-
ucts are in vogue. Direct marketing means the marketing of 
mainly own primary products or processed products in one’s 
own name and for one’s own account. Each direct marketing 
farm is a food business operator and is responsible for the 
safety of the foods marketed by him/her. Marketing channels 
include the farm-gate sale, farmers’ markets and other mar-
kets, farmers’ shops and shop in shop, delivery service and 
shipping, DIY harvests, supply of restaurateurs, traditional 
wine taverns, alpine buffets, online shops and many more. 

For around 18,000 holdings, direct marketing is an im-
portant line of business. Many farms are organised in direct 
marketing associations. Moreover, products are sold under 
joint umbrella brands, such as “Gutes vom Bauernhof” (mean-
ing: good products from farms). 

https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/trad-lebensmittel.html
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26.  Market concentration of the food retail trade in 
Austria

The number of different food retailers has declined sharply 
since 1976. There are now three large retail chains in Austria, 
which together have a market share of almost 90% of the to-
tal food retail trade in 2021. In parallel with the market con-
centration of a few food retailers, the share of trademarks 
which are also referred to as “private brands” is increasing 
and, as a result, manufacturers’ brands are being displaced. 

27. The Fairness Office

The initial point of contact for complaints concerning trade 
practices in connection with the sale of agricultural products 
and food products, briefly called “Fairness Office”, was estab-
lished by the Fair Competition Act (“Faire-Wettbewerbsbedin-
gungen Gesetz”–FWBG–Federal Law Gazette No. 239/2021) 
with effect from 1 March 2022. The required human and ma-
terial resources in the Fairness Office are provided by the 
Ministry of Agriculture.

The Fairness Office is an impartial body which is not 
bound by any instructions and which carries out its work 
confidentially preserving the anonymity of each complainant.

Tasks of the Fairness Office

• General consulting activities and analysis of cases 
of complaints concerning trade practices in the sale 
of agricultural and food products;

• Confronting the respondent with the subject of 
the complaint;

• Referral of the matter to a conciliation body.

The highest level of confidentiality to which the Fairness 
Office is committed in the handling of the complaints and 
the actual practices of trade chains and major buyers gives 
the “smaller ones” caught in the bargaining power trap the 
courage to talk openly about everything at the Fairness Of-
fice. This means that, in addition to counselling, the analy-
sis of complaint cases and thus the crystallisation of clus-
ters of sectors, behaviour and contract partners is a focal 
point of activity. 

To curb abuse by large business partners and ensure 
more economic balance between smaller producers, pro-
cessors and their larger buyers along the entire value chain: 
This is what the Fairness Office stands for. This became nec-
essary due to the growing market concentration of the food 
retail trade (FRT) and thus the strong negotiating power of 
few large negotiating partners, which can be described as 
an oligopoly situation. 

Further information can be found at fairness-buero.gv.at.

https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/fairness-buero.html
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29. Consumer and producer prices for milk

The chart shows the development of milk prices at the level 
of agriculture and for consumers since 2010. Following the 
2014 to 2016 dairy market crisis, the producer milk price re-
covered to some extent. At the end of 2022, it ranged 48.5 % 
above 2010 levels, whilst the consumer prices of dairy pro-
duce were 40.8 % above the 2010 price level. 

28. Consumer and producer prices for meat

The chart shows the development of animal prices at the 
level of agriculture as well as that of meat prices for consum-
ers since 2005. Producer prices–that’s what farmers get for 
their animals–fluctuate substantially over time. Downward 
movements of producer prices were only to a minor extent 
passed on to consumers. 

Farms, processing companies and trade at all levels as 
well as consumers are all parts of the food supply chain. 
Smaller operators in this chain are more prone to fall victim 
to unfair commercial practices. Farmers are particularly af-
fected. In 2018, during the Austrian Council Presidency, a new 
EU Directive was negotiated which is to better protect ag-
ricultural producers against “unfair commercial practices”. A 
few concrete measures to strengthen family farms have al-
ready been taken. The Ministry of Agriculture presented a 
fairness catalogue for enterprises and an anonymous online 
tool of the Federal Competition Authority for complaints. Fur-
ther information is available at fairness-buero.gv.at. 

https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/fairness-buero.html
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31.  Monthly expenses for fresh foods and ready-
made meals

On average, an Austrian household spent a monthly sum of 
167.4 euros for fresh food and ready-made meals in 2022. 
Compared to the preceding year, Austrian household spend-
ing on fresh foods and ready-made products saw a very 
slight increase of 0.4 % in value. With 30.2 euros, the high-
est monthly amount was spent on sausages and ham (18,0 %), 
followed by 27.2 euros for milk, yoghourt and butter (16.6 %) 
and 22.8 euros for meat including poultry (13.6 %).

However, recent years have also shown that growing num-
bers of consumers deliberately pay attention to the quality 
and origin of foods. This positive trend emphasises that the 
hard work of family farms is recognised and highly appreci-
ated by the entire population. 

30.  Producer price indices for agricultural and 
forestry production

When compared to 2015, 2022 saw an increase by 37.9 % in 
the preliminary prices that farmers received for their agricul-
tural products. Given the impacts of climate change, rapid 
technological developments and volatile international mar-
kets, agricultural holdings face major challenges. The prices 
of equipment and investment goods purchased for farm man-
agement increased by 33.7 % in the same period. 

Therefore, the Ministry of Agriculture provides targeted 
support and a stable agricultural policy framework to en-
sure the continued existence of eco-social and small-struc-
tured agriculture. A key challenge for the future will be to of-
fer small- and medium-sized holdings opportunities to take 
advantage of the progressing digitisation. 
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33.  Major export destinations of Austrian 
agricultural products and foods

Three quarters of the exports of Austrian agricultural produce 
and foodstuffs go to other EU Member States. Germany was 
Austria’s most important export destination in 2022, followed 
by Italy, the U.S.A. and Switzerland. Since Austria joined the 
EU especially the shipments to Germany, Italy and Hungary 
have increased, but also exports to non-EU countries, like the 
U.S.A. or Switzerland, have grown outstandingly. 

32.  Foreign trade in agricultural products and foods

In 2022, Austria’s agricultural exports amounted to 16.16 bil-
lion euros, an increase of 2.32 billion euros compared to the 
year before. Nevertheless, an agricultural trade deficit of 
–57.0 million euros was recorded. Beverages, milk and dairy 
products as well as meat and meat products are among 
the major export products. The biggest export surplus was 
achieved for beverages. The biggest import surplus was ob-
served for fruit and vegetables. 



6160 Agriculture and foodAgriculture and food

35.  Agricultural factor income in EU comparison

The agricultural factor income is a productivity measure of 
the agricultural sector. It measures the value generated by 
the production factors–land, capital as well as labour–and 
accounted for about 184.3 billion euros in the EU-27 in 2021. 
The real factor income per annual work unit of the EU-27 is 
36.7 % above the 2010 level in 2021 and increased by 1.5 % 
compared to the previous year in 2021. 

34.  Development of agricultural exports and trade 
balance

Since 1995, Austria’s agricultural exports have increased sev-
en-fold. In 2021, however, imports of agricultural products 
and foods rose more strongly than exports–consequently, a 
trade deficit of 57.1 million euros appeared again in the ag-
ricultural trade balance of 2022. This clearly shows that the 
consistent, longstanding quality policy of Austria’s agricul-
tural sector is bearing fruit. The targeted specialisation on 
high-quality niche products, obligatory designations of ori-
gin and the general trend towards regional products support 
this positive development. 
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36. Agricultural structure in the European Union

In 2020, around 9.1 million farms were registered in the EU-
27. They managed 157 million ha of utilised agricultural area, 
which corresponds to 17.4 ha per holding. In Austria, 86 % of 
all farms are family-run and small-structured. Merely 18 % of 
the agricultural areas are managed by holdings with more 
than 100 ha. 57 % of the areas are managed by farms with 
20 to 100 ha.

37. Organic farms in the European Union

In Austria, one in four hectares of land is managed accord-
ing to organic farming principles. In 2022, Austria was the 
EU country with the highest share of organically farmed uti-
lised agricultural area.
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Austria–country of forests
Austria’s forests protect and benefit our country. They are 
versatile multi-talents and an important economic factor. 
Forests provide us with wood, a renewable raw material, 
and they safeguard jobs, many of them “green jobs”. Both 
rural regions and urban centres profit of this. As wood is a 
climate-friendly raw material, forests, among other things, 
also provide the energy of the future–and thereby contrib-
ute substantially to climate change mitigation and to the en-
ergy transition. The share of wood used to generate energy 
has risen over the past two decades. More than half of the 
wood used for the generation of energy accrues in the course 
of wood processing. 

Forests are also unique suppliers of pure drinking wa-
ter and represent an unparalleled drinking water reservoir. 
This makes sustainable forest management even more im-
portant. The concept of sustainable forest management has 
been practised in Austria for generations. It is laid down in 
the Austrian Forestry Act, which, apart from wood utilisation, 
also provides for the maintenance of the protective, benefi-
cial and recreational effects of forests. Austria takes great 
efforts to promote sustainable forest management also on 
international level, for example through knowhow and tech-
nology transfer. Furthermore, international delegations are 
regularly received in Austria to exchange views and exper-
tise on sustainable forest management on site and to pres-
ent best-practice examples. 

The action programme “Wald schützt uns!” (meaning: 
“Forests protect us!”) is to ensure and enhance the protec-
tive functions of forests in the future. Forests protect infra-
structure and habitats. Without intact protective forests, 
many parts of Austria would not be available for settlement. 
In addition, huge investments in technical control systems 
would be necessary. Through targeted research and educa-
tion, also the knowhow for necessary adaptations in protec-
tive forests is to be developed. 

With the Austrian Forest Fund, one of the largest pack-
ages of measures for domestic forests was adopted in 2020: 
350 million euros for 10 measures that benefit forest man-
agers, the entire value-added chain “forest-wood-paper”, cli-
mate, and the general public. The objectives are to maintain 
healthy and climate-fit forests and to ensure the services 
that forests provide for the long term.

Austrian Forest Inventory 2017–2022

Since 1961 the Austrian Research Centre for Forests (BFW) 
has conducted the Austrian Forest Inventory, the largest in-
vestigation and status quo analysis of Austria’s forests with 
more than 11,000 sample plots as well as satellite and digi-
tal aerial images. Despite the challenges of climate change, 
the inventory shows positive results.

Key results of the Austrian Forest Inventory 
2017–2022

• Austria’s forest area increased to over 4 million hec-
tares. Over the past decade, the forest area increased 
by six hectares every day. 47.9 % of Austria’s federal ter-
ritory is covered with forests–this is far above the EU 
average. The Federal Province with the largest share 
of woodland is Styria with 62 %, followed by Carinthia 
(61 %), Salzburg (52 %) and Upper Austria (42 %). 

• Broadleaved forests and mixed forests as well as 
biodiversity are increasing. Pure coniferous stands 
have decreased by 6 % over the past decade and 
mixed broadleaved stands have increased by the 
same percentage.

• Between 2017 and 2022 deadwood increased by 
4.2 % compared to the 2016–2021 period. It is an in-
dicator of enhanced biodiversity in forests. Dead-
wood serves animals, plants and fungi as a nesting, 
development, food or overwintering habitat.

• The growing stock declines slightly. Due to bad natural 
impacts–such as damage caused by storm and bark 
beetle–the growing stock decreased. It amounted to 
1.17 billion cubic metres in the total forest. 

• In Austria, increment exceeds consumption. Cur-
rently, 94 % of the increment is harvested.

• The populations of cloven-hoofed game are pres-
ently too high to allow a healthy development of 
forest regeneration. On 420,000 hectares of Aus-
tria’s forest land the existing regeneration is af-
fected by browsing.

Further results and details of the Austrian Forest Inventory 
are available at waldinventur.at.

https://waldinventur.at/
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2. Timber in Austria

Growing stock in Austrian forests totals 1.18 billion solid cu-
bic metres over bark. As wood increment exceeds consump-
tion, the sustainable raw material has big potential as a build-
ing material, energy source and for use in the bioeconomy. 
Presently, only 94 % of the increment are utilised. This means 
that the growing stock increases and the volume of timber 
in Austria’s forests continues to rise. 

Especially in view of climate change, it is good to use 
more wood. If wood is used for building, other building ma-
terials whose production is very energy-intensive and thus 
generates large amounts of CO2 (e. g. steel and concrete) can 
be substituted. In the long term, the carbon dioxide that has 
been absorbed during growth and is stored in the wood will 
be removed from the cycle. Furthermore, the coupled prod-
ucts accruing in processing are suited both for material and 
for energetic use. 

1. Measures of the Austrian Forest Fund

The Ministry of Forestry ensures that forests and the services 
they provide are maintained for the long term. The measures 
of the Austrian Forest Fund (“Österreichischer Waldfonds”), 
which was established in 2020 and comprises an investment 
volume of 350 million euros, aim at the development of cli-
mate-fit forests, the promotion of biodiversity in forests, and 
the increased use of the resource of wood as an active contri-
bution to climate change mitigation. Moreover, forest owners 
receive a compensation for the loss of value caused by bark 
beetle. In order to reduce further infestation of forests with 
bark beetles, re-afforestation, tending measures, the estab-
lishment of wet and dry deposits for damaged wood as well 
as mechanical debarking are supported as forest protection 
measures. The Forest Fund also includes measures to pre-
vent forest fire and research measures. 

The Austrian Wood Initiative, which is implemented in the 
context of the Forest Fund, comprises multifarious measures 
to intensify the material and energetic use of the domestic 
and renewable raw material wood. It encompasses specific 
measures and activities that use the raw material wood effi-
ciently and innovatively as a material, especially as a building 
material, and as a source of energy. Detailed information on 
the Forest Fund, with information on subsidisation, is avail-
able at waldfonds.at.

https://www.waldfonds.at/
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3. Key functions of Austrian forests

The key function of a forest is the one that is most impor-
tant for the public on the relevant forest area. Austria-wide 
60.67 % account for the productive function (sustainable pro-
duction of wood), 30.71 % for the protective function (protec-
tion against natural hazards), 7.26 % for the beneficial function 
(impact on the environment) and 1.36 % for the recreational 
function (forest as a recreational area for persons visiting 
the forest). Information on the key functions is available in 
the Forest Development Plan at waldentwicklungsplan.at.

4. Distribution of tree species in Austria

The most common tree species in Austria is spruce (45.8 % 
of the area), followed by beech (10.6 %). Spruce is the all-
rounder among the different types of wood and is, for exam-
ple, used as structural timber. Beech is preferably used for in-
terior construction and as a raw material in fibre production. 

The share of coniferous wood is decreasing in Austria 
(58.3 %). The trend towards more broadleaved trees (24.4 %) 
continues, which improves both the climate-fitness and the bi-
odiversity in forests. Climate change leads to a change in the 
distribution of tree species. 

https://www.waldentwicklungsplan.at/
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6.  Distribution of forest area in the Federal 
Provinces

Austria is a country of forests and wood: Almost half of its 
national territory (48 %) is covered with forests. Over the 
past decade Austria’s forest area has increased by more than 
6 hectares per day and covers more than 4 million ha. The 
Federal Province having the largest share of woodland is Sty-
ria with 62 %, followed by Carinthia with 61 %, Salzburg with 
52 % as well as Upper Austria and Tyrol with 42 % each. Aus-
tria’s forests sequester about 800 million tonnes of carbon. 

The forests in the European Union cover an area of more 
than 158 million ha (37.7 %). Unlike many other areas of the 
world, where deforestation continues to be a severe prob-
lem, the European Union’s forest area is increasing: From 
1990 to 2020 it increased by approximately 14 million hec-
tares, which is in particular due to natural forest expansion 
and afforestation measures. 

5.  Forest areas and growing stock of the Federal 
Provinces

With more than 1 million hectares of forest land, Styria–called 
the “Green Heart of Austria”–is the Province having the larg-
est forest area and the biggest growing stock. Urban Vienna 
depends largely on the other Provinces as regards its sup-
ply with the sustainable raw material of wood. The growing 
stock has stagnated at a level of 1.18 billion solid cubic me-
tres over bark in the total forest area.
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8.  Forest enterprises–Types of management and 
ownership structure

Austria’s total forest area covers more than 4 million hectares 
of land, of which 3.4 million hectares are commercial forest. 

More than half of this area is for private forests covering 
less than 200 ha. This shows that there are many, many small 
forest enterprises. They benefit from jointly organised activ-
ities that enable them to take advantage of synergy effects. 
Only about 1 % of all forest enterprises are larger than 200 
hectares; they manage about 1.3 million hectares. 

About 600,000 hectares are managed by Österreichi-
sche Bundesforste AG. In 1997, the Federal Forests were 
disincorporated from the federal budget and established 
as Österreichische Bundesforste AG. Its sole shareholder is 
the Republic of Austria. The activities of the Austrian Fed-
eral Forests are subject to the provisions of the Federal For-
est Act of 1996. This Act regulates the management of the 
areas of the Federal Forests (for example no sale of strate-
gically important areas, like glaciers or national park areas), 
provides for rules applicable to nature conservation and en-
vironmental protection (e.g. preservation of drinking and in-
dustrial water resources, conservation of forests as protec-
tive areas and recreational areas), and requires sustainable, 
profitable forest management. 

7. Forest areas and ownership structure

Austria’s forests are mainly privately owned. About 140,000 
owners share approximately 81 % of the forest area. Almost 
19 % is publicly owned, for example by Österreichische Bun-
desforste AG. In Austria, the most frequent type of owner-
ship is the so-called “private forest” (“Kleinwald”), defined as 
a privately owned forest covering less than 200 ha. In an in-
ternational comparison, this structure is rather rare. In many 
countries, especially in Eastern Europe, the share of the na-
tional forest exceeds that of private forests. 

In many cases, forests have been managed by families 
for many generations, but also the number of so-called “new” 
or “off-farm” forest owners who, for example, inherit a forest 
but no longer manage it themselves, is growing. Quite often 
they lack experience and expertise on forests. 

At klimafitterwald.at, you will find comprehensive infor-
mation and useful guidelines concerning management. This 
offer is particularly recommendable for new owners. They 
have the opportunity to ask concrete questions which will be 
answered by experts from the Austrian Research Centre for 
Forests (BFW). Cooperations and groups, like forest owner 
cooperatives and forest associations, often work together to 
organise marketing and management. 

https://www.klimafitterwald.at/
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10.  Removal–raw timber by material and energetic use

In 2022, about 13.93 million cubic metres of timber harvested 
were removed for material use (e.g. as construction timber or 
material), and 5.42 million cubic metres of timber harvested 
for energetic use. During each of the past seven years more 
than twice as much wood was used for material purposes 
than for energy. According to the Austrian Forest Inventory 
only about 94 % of the increment in commercial forests is uti-
lised, meaning that exhaustible wood resources are available. 

9. Removal

In 2022, removals totalled 19.36 million cubic metres of timber 
harvested under bark. Of the total removal, 9.65 million cubic 
metres accounted for sawlog > 20 cm (49.85 %) and 1.06 million 
cubic metres for small sawlog (5.48 %), which are processed by 
sawmills. The 3.22 million m³ of industrial wood (16.65 %) are 
used in the panel and paper industry. 5.42 million m³ of raw 
timber are used for energy generation (28.02 %). With a total 
of 7.26 million m³ (37.50 %) the volume of damaged wood was 
20.11 % higher than it was in 2021. The main harmful factors were 
bark beetle with 3.50 million m³ and storms with 2.30 million m³. 
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12. Foreign trade in wood and wood products

The most important export category was sawnwood and 
wood in processed form (windows, doors, parquet panels, 
planking, joinery and carpentry, etc.). 

In wood processing, Austria is very successful also at the 
international level. The export of timber products has con-
stantly generated foreign trade surpluses. 

In 2022, the foreign trade surplus in the foreign trade in 
wood and wood products amounted to about 2.69 billion eu-
ros (acc. to Combined Nomenclature (CN, Chapter 44).

11. Timber price development

In 2022, sawmills paid an annual average price of 112.75 eu-
ros per cubic metre of sawlog spruce/fir, Cat. B Media 2b, 
which was 12.2 % more than in 2021.

The mixed price of spruce/fir pulpwood/mechanical pulp-
wood was with 41.34 €/m³ 40.7 % above the average price of 
the preceding year. The price of pulpwood (spruce/fir) was 
with 38.77 €/m³ 45.9 % above the price of the year before, 
and the price of mechanical pulpwood was with 48.17 €/m³ 
29.3 % above that of the previous year.

The price of fuelwood hard amounted to 85.30 euros, an 
increase by 31.2 %, that of fuelwood soft was 59.32 €/solid 
cubic metre, an increase by 35.7 %.

All over Austria, forest stands were severely damaged by 
bark beetle due to the lack of rain. The Forest Fund helps ag-
riculture and forestry cope with climate-related damage. The 
package of measures is to make it easier for affected forest 
owners to cope with the damage. For the long term, however, 
we need to apply management strategies that make forests 
climate-fit so they will better withstand extreme conditions. 
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14.  Heating technologies used in Austrian households

The share of households with heating technologies based 
on wood, pellets, wood briquettes and wood chips has in-
creased to 18.2 % in the period from 2003/04 to 2021/22. Dis-
trict heating connections also more than doubled, with over 
1.2 million households supplied. In the same period, there was 
a strong decline in fossil heating systems (43 %). For example, 
the share of households with heating oil and liquid gas fell 
particularly sharply from 27.0 % (2003/04) to 12.9 % (2021/22). 

13. Use of wood for energy in Austria

The use of wood for energetic purposes has seen a very dy-
namic development over the past 15 years. This is above all 
due to the steeply increasing use of wood in heating plants 
and combined heat and power generation plants (CHP). In ad-
dition to the increased performance of the large-scale wood-
fired heating systems, also the energetic use of pellets has 
been increasing since the turn of the millennium–above all 
in the field of space heat. Due to environmental, economic 
and geopolitical developments the consumption of wood fu-
els having a higher energy density, like briquettes and pellets, 
is expected to remain stable or to continue to rise. 

Using wood therefore enables us to replace fossil fu-
els and to make a positive contribution to climate change 
mitigation. 
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16.  Renewable share in gross domestic energy 
consumption

The renewable share in gross domestic energy consump-
tion has more than doubled since the 1970s and amounted 
to about 32 % in 2022. This development is above all due to 
the increase in energy from biomass. Without biomass, the 
share of the renewables did not significantly change for sev-
eral years and fluctuated between 10 % and 13 %. As of 2019, 
the 14 % level has been exceeded.

15.  Gross domestic consumption of renewable 
sources of energy

Of the gross domestic consumption of renewable energy 
sources, bioenergy was with a share of 55.2 % and about 
247 PJ the most important one in 2021.

The remaining part of the renewable energy sources was 
shared by hydroelectricity, ambient heat (including geother-
mal energy), wind power and photovoltaics. Due to varying 
weather conditions hydroelectricity, which is the second-most 
important renewable source of energy, is subject to annual 
fluctuations and amounted to around 31.1 % in 2021. Bioen-
ergy, on the other hand, is capable of bearing a constant 
load, which makes it particularly important for the security 
of supply. The share of wood and woody biomass (e.g. saw-
mill by-products, bark etc.) in bioenergy amounts to 83.0 %. 
In addition, energy in the form of biomass can be stored and 
used when other renewable energy sources are not available 
to a sufficient extent. This makes it possible to compensate 
for seasonal and short-term fluctuations. Heat pumps and 
photovoltaics have seen significant growth in recent years. 
Further increases are expected in these areas in the future.
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17. Biomass Map Austria 2022

In order to ensure a sustainable and regional energy supply 
it is of particular importance to enhance the infrastructure of 
Austria’s bioenergy industry. In Austria, there are over 2,450 
biomass heating stations and almost 160 biomass CHP plants. 
In addition, 270 biogas and 20 biofuel plants make an impor-
tant contribution to reduce the dependency from fossil fu-
els. The exit from fossil raw materials will also lead to an in-
crease in the capacity of domestic pellets production and to 
investments in new facilities.

18. Natural forest reserves in Austria

Natural forest reserves (NFR) are destined for the natural de-
velopment of forest ecosystems. Forestry use, the process-
ing of deadwood or the introduction of trees are not per-
mitted. NFRs are a contribution to the preservation of the 
natural development of biological diversity. They serve re-
search, teaching and education. The selection of the NFRs 
depends first and foremost on the existence of the poten-
tial natural forest communities.

• In 1995, the Natural Forest Reserves (NFR) Pro-
gramme was launched.

• 118 forest communities are of relevance to the 
NFR Programme. Each of them is to be repre-
sented by at least one reserve. 

• Two thirds of the forest communities are pres-
ently part of the programme. 

• Austria’s Natural Forest Reserves Programme 
comprises 192 natural forest reserves with a total 
area of 8,355 hectares. 

• 7 modules are analysed: General features of the 
land, fixed-radius plot, deadwood, habitats, sta-
bility, regeneration and vegetation. 

• 2,200 surveys document the natural development 
of the forests.

For more detailed information, see naturwaldreservate.at.

http://www.naturwaldreservate.at/index.php/de/
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19. Forest area and growing stock in the EU

With a forest area of over 40,000 km², Austria ranked elev-
enth on a list of the EU countries and, with a total growing 
stock of 345 m³/ha, ranked second in terms of growing stock 
in the EU in 2020. Since 1990, the European Union’s forests 
have grown by 14 million hectares, meaning that the forest 
area increased from 145 to 159 million hectares.
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1. Key figures of hydraulic engineering

Hydraulic engineering emerged as an operational force from 
the Hydraulic Engineering Service. It is responsible for struc-
tural flood protection and retention measures in the assigned 
areas throughout Austria.

In 2022 the Hydraulic Engineering Service supervised 
579 projects all over Austria, and, with an amount of 79.05 mil-
lion euros, it made available 46.25 % of the investment costs 
from federal funds. By means of these funds emergency 
measures, planning, construction and maintenance meas-
ures were financed.

The new construction measures will better protect in fu-
ture another 8,200 persons against floods and have created 
or secured around 2,800 jobs. 

Natural hazard management
Especially along rivers, torrents and in mountain areas nu-
merous natural hazards threaten living environments and eco-
nomic areas in Austria.

Floods, mudflows, avalanches, rock fall, and slides can se-
verely damage or even destroy buildings, infrastructure and 
assets. In extreme cases they even pose a threat to human 
life and health. The management of natural hazards is there-
fore one of the most important security tasks of the state. 
Public investments in prevention and protection measures 
are a service of general public interest.

Austria has an extensive and fully operational system of 
protection against natural hazards. Natural hazard manage-
ment is a constitutional task of the Federal Government and 
is, within the competence of the Federal Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management (BML), imple-
mented by the Federal Water Engineering Authority (Was-
serbau) and the Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control 
(WLV). The main local actors are municipalities, water asso-
ciations and water cooperatives.

The measures include in particular technical protective 
infrastructures, retention basins, protective forests, and the 
Hazard Zone Plans. These plans inform the population about 
the areas threatened by natural hazards that cannot, or only 
to a limited extent, be used as settlement or economic areas.

Due to the impacts of climate change the number of nat-
ural disasters tends to rise in Austria. In particular, heavy lo-
cal precipitation may cause extreme events that are difficult 
to predict. Drought, storms, forest fires or bark beetle ca-
lamities, in particular in protective forest areas, create new 
risks and the need for adaptation, especially as regards pro-
tective forests.

The growing vulnerability of human living space can, in 
terms of risk management, only be addressed by sustain-
able development of, and investment in a risk management 
measures, protection infrastructure, and by the tending of 
our protective forests.
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3.  Natural hazard management–Federal 
investments

In 2022, the Federal Government invested more than 180 mil-
lion € in natural hazard management in Austria. The federal 
funds are distributed among the Federal Provinces, as re-
quired. In this way the implementation of more than 1,300 pro-
jects, which sustainably protect settlements and important 
infrastructure, has been rendered possible.

Most of the financial resources for flood protection and 
retention in 2022 were spent on projects in Lower Austria, 
Carinthia and Vorarlberg. The Forest Engineering Service for 
Torrent and Avalanche Control invested the highest shares 
in projects in Tyrol, Salzburg and Carinthia. 

2. Natural hazard management–Federal funds

In Austria the construction of protective infrastructure, meas-
ures to maintain the existing protective infrastructure and im-
mediate disaster relief measures (emergency measures) are 
of major significance.

As a result of climate change both surface run-off 
and sediment transport by waters are increasing. The 
frequency of mudflows and slides, which require innova-
tive protection concepts, is rising. Therefore, we do not 
only take measures, but also invest in the development 
of the protection technology.

Moreover, the “Action Programme Protective Forest” 
was adopted on the basis of the Austrian Forest Strat-
egy 2020+, which is being gradually implemented. The 
great need for action results from the increasing threat 
by extreme events with a destructive effect on protective 
forests. Currently measures to fight against the massive 
bark beetle calamities as a consequence of storm and 
snow breakage events, which threaten the object-pro-
tecting forest, are taking place. For more information 
see: schutzwald.at.

https://www.schutzwald.at/
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5.  The digital torrent and avalanche cadastre of 
Austria

The digital torrent and avalanche cadastre constitutes a ser-
vice for citizens as well as for municipalities, which is made 
available online by the Service for Torrent and Avalanche Con-
trol. In total 12,500 torrent catchment areas, 8,000 avalanche 
catchment areas and approx. 1,375 hazard zone maps are al-
ready available. The service aims at the orientation of immedi-
ate natural hazards at places of residence and work and consti-
tutes the basis of the land-use planning of every municipality.

4. Hazard zoning in Austria’s municipalities

The Hazard Zone Plan (HZP) is an area-based expert opin-
ion on the risks due to floods, torrents and avalanches. It 
serves as a basis for protection and retention measures, spa-
tial planning and the construction and emergency manage-
ment sectors.

The map of Austria in the graphical representation shows, 
in which municipalities large-scale hazard zone plans are 
available for inspection. The maps can be retrieved on the 
internet at waldatlas.at, hora.gv.at as well as on the webGIS 
of the Federal Provinces.

maps.naturgefahren.at

gemeindeportal.die-wildbach.at

https://waldatlas.at/
https://hora.gv.at/
https://maps.naturgefahren.at/
https://gemeindeportal.die-wildbach.at/_provider/auto/otp-email/login?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgemeindeportal.die-wildbach.at%2F_user%2Fapplications
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6.  Investments of the Service for Torrent and 
Avalanche Control in Austria’s municipalities.

In the year 2022 the Austrian Service for Torrent and Av-
alanche Control considerably enhanced the protection of 
human lives, settlements and major infrastructure against 
natural hazards, such as torrents, avalanches, rock fall 
and landslides in 626 municipalities by means of targeted 
measures.

Zell am See and Hallein in Salzburg and Sankt Barbara im 
Mürztal in Styria were the three municipalities with the high-
est investments in 2022. 
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7.  Current and planned projects in the field of flood 
risk management

Our rivers and torrents are important habitats for many ani-
mals and plants, however, they also constitute a risk for set-
tlements and infrastructure in case of floods.

In order to ensure that we will be well protected against 
floods also in future, the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry, Regions and Water Management (BML) promotes the 
further development and the extension of flood prevention 
and protection measures in Austria. 

The Austria map provides a survey of flood risk manage-
ment projects, which are in the stage of implementation or 
in the planning stage, with an investment sum of more than 
1 million euros. 

In the year 2022, 8,200 additional persons were better 
protected against floods. For more information, please see 
bml.gv.at/wasser.

https://info.bml.gv.at/en/topics/water.html
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9.  Safeguarding of natural flood retention areas in 
Austria

Proactive flood risk management aims at keeping important 
retention areas free from high-quality utilisations. By means 
of safeguarding retention areas this goal can be reached. 

At the same time, a contribution to flood protection for 
our settlement areas is made. 

In the graphs the annual sums of the retention volumes of 
flood retention areas, safeguarded in Austria, are represented. 

8.  Newly created flood retention areas in Austria

Nowadays flood risk management measures in Austria aim at 
improving the water retention on rivers and at safeguarding 
the inundation areas as well as at reconnecting oxbow lakes 
and separated side arms to rivers. 

In order to be able to improve also the water quality 
and water habitats, more and more ecological measures are 
planned as well at the same time and are, if possible, imple-
mented. In many cases new near-natural river habitats as well 
as attractive places for local recreation and places, which can 
be used for leisure-time activities, are developed in addition 
to the improved flood-related measures. 

In the graphs the annual sums of the retention volumes 
of flood retention areas, created in Austria, are represented. 
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11. Forest fires in Austria

The risk of forest fires in Austria has increased steadily due 
to heat and drought caused by climate change. About 85 % 
of forest fires are related to human activities. Every year on 
average 220 forest fires with a total damage area of approx. 
50 ha occur.

Within the framework of a newly created Forest Fund, 
the Federal Government makes available a total of 11 million 
euros for forest fire prevention. 

10. Reference map of protective forests in Austria

With the completion of the modern geodata mapping tool 
an essential milestone in the action programme Protective 
forest–“Forests protect us” could be finalised. On the basis 
of several scientific pilot projects of the Austrian Research 
Centre for Forests and an evaluation by the local forest au-
thorities (District Forest Inspectorates, Austrian Service for 
Torrent and Avalanche Control) the map identifies potential 
areas having a protective function.

At the moment this form of presentation does not show 
the possibility of funding and/or special treatment. It is not 
legally binding The next revision is planned in the year 2024.

Further information and free of charge online access at 
schutzwald.at/karten.

https://www.schutzwald.at/karten
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1. Austrian water balance

The most important basis for the sustainable use of water by 
any society is an exact knowledge of the water cycle. Every 
second around 18 billion litres of water evaporate on our 
planet. Only 0.4 % of the total water volume participates in 
the water cycle. The major part of it remains bound in reser-
voirs, such as oceans or ice caps.

Annual rainfall in Austria is around 1,190 mm, with areas 
along the main Alpine ridge characterised by high precipita-
tion. In parts of western Austria, an average annual precipi-
tation of more than 2,500 mm a year can be expected, while 
in the North-East of the country only 600 mm or less is re-
corded each year. Our water resources are stored and made 
available in most different ways. Precipitation and evapora-
tion are always part of an everlasting cycle, meaning that not 
a single drop of water is wasted. 

Basis of life water
Water is an indispensable asset for both nature and humans. 
It is a unique living environment and is used for almost all 
spheres of life. Austrian waters are lifelines for the regions. 
The sustainable safeguarding of the valuable resource of wa-
ter is one of the core tasks of the Federal Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management (BML). The 
Federal Ministry creates the framework conditions for the pro-
tection of water, in particular in view of drinking water sup-
ply from groundwater and spring water, for a resource-sav-
ing utilisation and for the protection against floods.

Water is the most important foodstuff. Austria disposes 
presently of sufficient drinking water of excellent quality. In 
our country, the daily per capita consumption of drinking wa-
ter is relatively low, compared to other states, amounting to a 
little bit less than 130 litres. Currently already about 93 % of 
the population profit from one of the more than 5.500 central 
drinking water suppliers. The total demand for drinking wa-
ter is covered from groundwater, thus from wells and springs. 
However, Austria has also taken enormous efforts for decades 
in order to encourage the population and the branches of in-
dustry, by means of awareness raising, to use this precious 
resource carefully and has invested at the same time consid-
erably, with an amount of 15.6 billion euros, in the water infra-
structure. To ensure future drinking water supply, even with 
changing water resource availability due to climate change, the 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water 
Management (BML) has worked out the “Plan for Prevention of 
Drinking Water Scarcity and Safeguarding of Drinking Water”.

Apart from the excellent drinking water supply, Austria has 
also a great wealth of beautiful rivers, brooks and lakes. These 
water landscapes are unique living environments for numerous 
animals and plants and are also very valuable as recreational 
areas for us humans. Therefore these living environments are 
permanently ecologically further improved. Even today, Aus-
tria’s bathing water quality is in a top position in Europe.

However, water has also a different face, a menacing face: 
as an unpredictable force of nature, which brings about high 
tides and floods. In order to mitigate potential damage in the 
best possible way all over Austria the Federal Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry, Regions and Water Management (BML) is 
implementing together with the Federal Provinces and the 
municipalities flood control projects and conveys the people 
the respective awareness of danger. 
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3. Dams and reservoirs in Austria

In Austria, water is stored by a total of 193 large dams (dam 
height H > 15 m or storage volume V > 500,000 m³) with a 
total usable volume of 1.6 km³. The major part of this water 
is used for electricity generation: Dams and reservoirs play 
a crucial role in the generation of renewable energy from hy-
dropower and in storing surplus energy from wind and pho-
tovoltaic plants (power plant storage and pumped storage)–
which can presently be made by means of 109 dams.

Moreover, climate change contributes, in combination 
with an ever denser settlement, to a decisive aggravation of 
the flood risk situation in Austria. 32 large flood retention ba-
sins, in which 0.032 km³ of water can be retained, make an 
indispensable contribution to the protection of settlement 
areas and their population.

Another adverse effect of climate change is the increas-
ing tendency towards comparably warm and low-precipita-
tion winters, which requires the establishment of facilities for 
artificial snow generation in the interest of winter tourism, 
which is so important for Austria. For the generation of arti-
ficial snow, 52 large snow-making reservoirs with a storage 
volume of about 0.005 km³ are available–this corresponds to 
about 0.3 % of the total available usable volume. 

2. Water reservoirs and water reserves in Austria

Whereas the supply of high-quality water is becoming an 
 ever-increasing problem in many regions of the world, Austria 
is one of the most water-abundant countries of the world. The 
reserves, which are available subterraneanly in the ground-
water and in the soil water, in natural lakes, in glacier ice, and 
in the reservoirs amount in total to about 123 km³. If all the 
country’s water resources were brought together, the result 
would be a water pillar covering the entire country with a 
height of 1.5 metres.

The term “pore groundwater” refers to groundwater in un-
consolidated rock and bedrock, whose voids (effective poros-
ity) are predominantly formed by pores. It is first and foremost 
generated from wells. The term “crevice groundwater” refers 
to groundwater (in crevices and non-karstic rock), the extrac-
tion takes place from springs or wells. Typical karstic aquifers 
in Austria are the extensive Northern Limestone Alps, with 
their limestone and dolomite rocks and the carbonate rocks. 
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5. WebGIS-Portal eHYD

A major part of this hydrographical data treasure, consisting of 
monitoring time series over many years, and data transferred 
via remote data transmission, is available at the WebGIS-Por-
tal eHYD (ehyd.gv.at) free of charge. 

4.  The hydrographical monitoring network in Austria

The hydrographical monitoring network in Austria is operated 
under the responsibility of Directorate I/3 (Water Balance) at 
the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Wa-
ter Management (BML), jointly with the hydrographical ser-
vices of the Federal Provinces, the Austrian waterways oper-
ator viadonau as well as more than 2,500 observers.

On several thousand measuring sites numerous parameters, 
such as precipitation, flow rate at surface waters or groundwater 
level are continuously recorded. The data collection is laid down 
by law within the framework of the Water Rights Act as well 
as within the framework of the Water Cycle Survey Ordinance.

The hydrographical data collected are indispensable pa-
rameters for high and low tide forecasts. Furthermore, they 
are applied in water and energy supply, in agriculture and for-
estry, in civil engineering offices, in the insurance industry as 
well as in science and research, as for example in climate im-
pact research. Thanks to this reliable data basis, planning in-
struments of water management, such as hazard zoning and 
flood risk management are standardised and can be imple-
mented for Austria in a standardised way.

The hydrographical monitoring network and the hydro-
graphical data constitute, as bases for planning and decisions, 
important elements of the Austrian water management. They 
make an important contribution to the overall national economy.

https://ehyd.gv.at/


107106 Water managementWater management

7.  Utilisation of groundwater according to branches 
of industry

The water demand of the Austrian water supply is completely 
covered by groundwater from wells and springs. The current 
water demand of the public water supply amounts to 753 mil-
lion m³ per year and constitutes thus 61 % of the groundwa-
ter utilisations.

The total water extraction by the producing sector (trade 
and industry) amounts in total to about 2,210 million m³ per 
year. Of which only 15 % are withdrawn from wells and 1 % 
from springs. With 353 million m³ per year, the producing sec-
tor has a share of about 29 % in the groundwater utilisations.

Currently agriculture uses on average 69 million m³ of 
water for irrigation, of which around 64 million m³ are with-
drawn from groundwater. The water demand for animal hus-
bandry differs considerably regionally and, amounting to 
55 million m³ per year, makes up a low share in the total wa-
ter demand. With a total demand of 118 million m³ per year, 
agriculture has a share of 10 % in groundwater utilisations. 

6.  Water demand from groundwater and surface 
water

The total annual water demand in Austria amounts to about 
3.1 billion m³. About 60 %–which are about 1.9 billion m³–are 
withdrawn from surface waters. The major part of it is used 
as cooling water for trade and industry, a smaller part is used 
by agriculture and services (snowmaking).

About 40 % of the total water demand–which are about 
1.2 billion m³–are covered by groundwater (68 % wells, 32 % 
springs). The highest share is used for water supply, a smaller 
share is assigned to trade and industry as well as to agricul-
ture and services. 
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8. Intensity of groundwater utilisation

The intensity of the utilisation of groundwater is defined by 
comparing the long-term average of withdrawals of ground-
water from wells and the available groundwater resource. 

The current intensity of groundwater utilisation at re-
gional level has shown that the current water demand is 
sufficiently covered by groundwater. In the North East, the 
East and in the South East of Austria there are higher utili-
sation intensities, however, none of the regions exceeds the 
100 % mark. 

9.  Intensity of groundwater utilisation by withdraw-
als from wells–Water Treasure Scenario 2050

How high will our groundwater demand be in future? In the 
study “Austria’s Water Treasure” various scenarios for the 
future groundwater utilisation–so-called Water Treasure 
Scenarios 2050–have been calculated. The Water Treasure 
Scenario 2050 “unfavourable” proceeds on the assumption 
that the utilisation intensities will considerably increase in 
some regions. Partly an exceedance of the 100 % mark is ex-
pected. This means that in future in these regions the availa-
ble groundwater resources might not meet the water demand 
from wells any more without countermeasures. Particularly 
affected are the regions in the East of Austria. 



111110 Water managementWater management

10.  Per capita water consumption in Austrian 
households

In Austria the daily water consumption amounts to about 
130  li tres per capita. Thus annually approximately the vol-
ume of water of Lake Wolfgang is used by domestic house-
holds, the major part of it is used for WC flushing, daily per-
sonal hygiene and the kitchen.

In spite of the slightly downward trend in water con-
sumption per capita the demand of the society as a whole 
will, according to forecasts, in particular due to the popula-
tion growth, rise by 11 to 15 percent until 2050, particularly 
due to population growth.

However, the virtual water consumption, which describes 
the water demand for the production of food, clothes and 
industrial goods, which we are buying, amounting on aver-
age to 4,700 litres per capita and day, is considerably higher 
than the direct water consumption. In particular also in view 
of climate change a careful use and the protection of water 
are indispensable. 
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12.  Virtual water and water footprint of selected 
products

The examples show how much “virtual water” products con-
tain and which share of the water footprint of a person in 
Austria per day their consumption has. How much water is 
needed for the production of a good depends very much on 
production and environmental factors and varies depending 
on the origin. Moreover, it makes a difference under which 
climatic conditions a crop is grown and whether the natu-
ral quantities of rain are sufficient or whether artificial irri-
gation is required.

As an effect of climate change with all its challenges for 
water supply, water will become an increasingly important 
resource globally. And this is where, apart from other fac-
tors, our consumption behaviour comes into play. With a de-
mand-oriented purchasing behaviour, which is as regional 
and seasonal as possible, and the avoidance of food waste, 
a significant reduction of the water footprint is possible. It 
is estimated that only by means of the avoidance of food 
waste in households about 280 litres per person and day 
could be saved. 

11.  Virtual water–Water footprint of a person in 
Austria

In Austria each and every of us uses on average about 130 li-
tres of water per day for drinking, cooking, washing or in 
household and garden. Moreover, we use, due to our daily 
consumption of food and other goods, water which is re-
quired for the production of these goods. When referring to 
this hidden quantity of water we are talking about our “vir-
tual water”. The more “virtual” water we use, the bigger is 
our so-called “water footprint”.

The invisible or hidden use makes thus up many times 
of the direct consumption of water. It is estimated that in 
Austria about 4,700 litres of virtual water per day and per-
son are used. 
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14.  Subsidies for water management in residential 
areas

Subsidies for water management in residential areas com-
prise the construction and the rehabilitation of the required 
infrastructure in order to provide for a sufficient drinking wa-
ter supply and a well-organised wastewater management.

Investments in the water infrastructure have high signif-
icance, in terms of environmental policy, but also in terms of 
the national economy. These subsidies, provided by the Fed-
eral Government, trigger off investments amounting to mul-
tiple times the sum originally spent. This increases the val-
ue-added in Austria and creates important jobs, especially 
in rural areas. 

13.  The wastewater disposal system

Untreated wastewater constitutes a significant burden for 
water bodies. Therefore wastewater is collected via the 
sewerage system and treated and purified in municipal and 
industrial wastewater treatment plants. The treated water 
can subsequently be returned to the natural water cycle. 
Thus, wastewater treatment serves the sustainable and re-
source-saving way of dealing with water as a resource.

In order to meet these requirements the collection and 
the treatment of municipal wastewater are permanently im-
proved and a high quality level is reached–also compared to 
international standards. The rate of connection to munici-
pal wastewater treatment plants in Austria amounts to 96 %.

Today’s main challenges for treatment plants are sub-
stances that are not easily degradable, such as residues from 
pharmaceuticals or care products, which can pollute our wa-
ter bodies in the form of micro-pollutants. Careful handling 
of wastewater also plays an important role in avoiding high 
costs. The toilet should by no means be used to dispose of oil, 
used fats, medicines or hazardous substances, such as paints 
or varnishes. These products should always be disposed of at 
an appropriate collection point. 
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16.  Effects of projects in the field of wastewater 
management

By means of subsidising the Austrian wastewater treatment 
sector it is ensured that the wastewater generated is col-
lected and purified properly. Thus these investments contrib-
ute to the protection of groundwater and surface waters. Fu-
ture challenges for the years to come are, among other things, 
measures for the adaptation to climate change, for example 
the increase in local severe rainfall events requires an adapted 
rainwater treatment with more local rainwater infiltration and 
retention. Important goals in this context are the improve-
ment of wastewater and rainwater treatment, also for mi-
cro-pollutants, the maintenance of the existing pipeline net-
work and the further development of the use of renewable 
energy in the field of wastewater purification. Increasingly 
relevant are, moreover, measures for the nutrient recovery 
to facilitate a circular economy and for blackout prevention 
in the field of critical infrastructure. 

15.  Effects of projects in the field of water supply 
facilities

Subsidies for Austrian drinking water facilities ensure that the 
Austrian population is supplied with hygienically safe drink-
ing water. Thus, these investments contribute to a high qual-
ity of life and to welfare in all Austrian regions.

Important goals are ensuring the security of supply with 
high quality drinking water and adapting the drinking wa-
ter supply to the longer lasting and more severe dry periods 
caused by climate change. Moreover, the maintenance meas-
ures of the aging infrastructure are of special importance, be-
cause about one third of the public drinking water pipelines 
are older than 50 years. Also facilities for the exploration of 
water resources, water tanks containers and treatment plants 
must be renewed over time. 
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18. Ecological status and ecological potential–lakes

In Austria there are more than 25,000 stagnant water bod-
ies with a size exceeding 250 m². The 62 lakes, which are big-
ger than 50 ha, comprise 37 natural, 6 considerably moder-
ated and 19 artificial lakes. As far as the ecological status 
is concerned 6.5 % are assessed as being “high”, 35.5 % as 
“good”, 14.5 % as “moderate” and 3.2 % as “poor”. All artifi-
cial or considerably moderated lakes are in the status of a 

“good” ecological potential.
Regarding eleven Austrian lakes the goal of the “good 

status” is missed. The causes of it are nutrient load (Lake Os-
siach, Old Danube), disturbance of the chemical-hydrologi-
cal balance and the water balance (Lake Lange Lacke, Lake 
St. Andäer Zicksee, Lake Illmitzer Zicklacke) or influences of 
fisheries management (Lake Walchsee, Lake Traunsee, Lake 
Irrsee, Lake Weissensee), a combination of invasive fish spe-
cies, climate change, nutrient load (Lake Lunzersee) and nu-
trient and hydro-morphological load (Lake Wörthersee).

With some lakes, in particular shallow lakes, first severe 
consequences of climate change have become evident. How-
ever, most recent measurements have also shown that, due 
to improvement measures with the general biological com-
ponents, Lake Mondsee shows a good status again. Appro-
priate measures are also continued to be carried out for the 
other lakes. 

17.  Ecological status and ecological potential–
running waters

Austria’s network of rivers and brooks amounts to a total 
length of over 100,000 kilometres, which is enough to circle 
the earth almost 2.5 times. In addition to its structure and 
volume of water, physical-chemical and biological character-
istics are also measured when assessing the condition of wa-
ter bodies. For example, the composition of species and their 
frequency can indicate both positive and negative changes.

Austria has a network of running waters, which is 
32,101 km long with catchment areas >10 km. As far as the 
ecological status is concerned 40.6 % are assessed as being 

“very good” and “good”, 30.1 % percent as “moderate”, 10.5 % 
percent as “poor” and 4.3 % as “bad”. In total 2.5 % of run-
ning waters show a “good and better” and 11.6 % a “moder-
ate or poor” potential. These waters have been identified as 
“artificial or considerably moderated”. 
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20. Subsidisation of Aquatic Ecology

Subsidies for ecological measures on Austrian running waters 
constitute and important financing instrument in order to reach 
the goals of the European Water Framework Directive. The su-
preme goal of the “Subsidies for Aquatic Ecology” is the im-
provement and the establishing of networks of water habitats. 
In this context the focus is on the restoration of continuity for 
aquatic organisms as well as on morphological measures, such 
as for example renaturation or river widening. In the year 2022, 
21 transverse structures have been modified to enable fish pas-
sage by means of the “Subsidies for Aquatic Ecology” and thus 
allowing them to surmount in total an altitude of 54 metres. Fur-
thermore, a total of 8 river kilometres were hydro-morphologi-
cally improved and restored to a natural state in the year 2022. 

19.  Austria’s running waters and big lakes–Ecological 
status and ecological potential

On the map of Austria the ecological status and/or the eco-
logical potential of running waters with a catchment area of 
more than 100 km is represented. In the same way all lakes 
which are bigger than 50 ha have been represented. The fun-
damental goal of water protection is to ensure a good eco-
logical status” and/or, in the case of artificial or considera-
bly moderated bodies of water, a good ecological potential.
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Focus on research activities 
of the BML
The research at the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Regions and Water Management (BML) is the core element 
of the applied research landscape and an important element 
of the Austrian system of science. At the interface of science, 
politics and the society, it provides new insights, which are 
directly incorporated into practice and serve as a basis for 
political decisions.

The research priorities are defined in the research pro-
gramme 2020–2025. They aim at orienting the research ac-
tivities in a sustainable way. Applied research for practice 
and the society falls within the technical competences of the 
Ministry: Agriculture, forestry, water management, regional 
policy and spatial planning. However, the research activities 
take place along cross-cutting issues such as “future-fit natu-
ral and living environments”, “climate change”, “resource man-
agement and circular economy”, “food supply and security”, 
“digitalization”, or “political impact assessment”.

According to the current developments every year the 
focus is on concrete research priorities, such as the topics 
“digitalization” in 2021 and “food supply and security” in 2022 
and people are encouraged in a targeted way to submit re-
search projects.

Research at the BML is carried out at the research agen-
cies of the BML, its outsourced research institutions, as well 
as by means of research contracts awarded to external pro-
ject applicants. International networking takes place by 
means of the participation in European research initiatives.

At the research platform dafne.at (database for research 
on sustainable development) you will find details on all re-
search projects. Dafne.at serves the information about, as 
well as the administration and the recording of research pro-
jects, which are carried out at the research agencies, the fed-
eral institutions or agencies or are, via research contracts, 
awarded to external research institutions. Within the frame-
work of the Cooperation between Federal Government and 
Federal Provinces Research (BBK) projects are financed jointly 
with other Federal Ministries or provincial governments.

The Directorate Präs. 8–Research Development and Cor-
porate Services- is the research coordination and service unit 
at the BML. A survey is provided by the “Annual Report on 
Research Activities”, which is published annually. 

1. Survey of research activities at the Ministry

The research at the Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Regions and Water Management is based on three pillars: 
Research institutions of the Ministry, research contracts 
awarded to external project applicants and cooperation in 
international and European research programmes. The par-
ticipation in international programmes and research bodies 
supplements the expert knowledge within the Ministry and 
ensures that Austria’s interests are represented in the Euro-
pean research landscape.

https://dafne.at/
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2. The research year

The research activities of the BML make an important con-
tribution to the improvement of the quality of life in Austria. 
The goal of the research of the Ministry is to put new knowl-
edge and modern technologies into practice as soon as pos-
sible. The research projects carried out and/or commissioned 
by the BML were at a constantly high level also in 2022. 

3./4.  Research agencies and outsourced institutions 
of the BML

The focus is on the nine research agencies of the BML re-
sponsible for research activities as well as on two outsourced 
institutions. They constitute a particularity in the Austrian 
research landscape due to their strong focus on applied re-
search. Five research agencies are combined with secondary 
agricultural colleges to form secondary research and educa-
tion centres (HBLFA), which constitutes a unique combina-
tion between research and education. 
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https://www.baw.at/
https://www.hblfa-tirol.at/
https://www.ages.at/
https://www.bfw.gv.at/
https://www.josephinum.at/
https://raumberg-gumpenstein.at/
https://www.weinobst.at/
https://www.bawb.at/
https://www.haup.ac.at/
https://www.gartenbau.at/
https://www.bundesgaerten.at/
https://bab.gv.at/
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5. External research projects

The external research organisations of the BML play an impor-
tant role in the research activities of the Ministry. In the year 
2022 contracts amounting in total to 17.2 million € have been 
awarded. Due to the research measures within the framework 
of the Forest Fund an increase to around 13 million € was re-
corded with research-related expenses.

The process administration takes place via the research 
platform dafne.at, which was relaunched in 2021, a web data-
base with access to current research topics and project con-
tents, as well as practice-oriented research results. 
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1. Agricultural education and extension

Agricultural education and extension make an important con-
tribution to the preservation of rural areas. From the 9th grade 
onwards pupils can select from an educational programme 
with a wide range of offers.

The agricultural educational system consists of a network, 
which comprises skilled worker’s training, master craftsmen 
training, but also education at vocational schools and Col-
leges for Agriculture and Forestry, and later at the Universi-
ties of Applied Sciences, the University College for Agricul-
tural and Environmental Education (HAUP) and the University 
of Natural Resources and Life Sciences (BOKU).

In the field of extra-curricular agricultural education, 
among other things, the Chambers of Agriculture (LKÖ), the 
Rural Institute for Further Training (LFI) as well as the Rural 
Youth are available as central contact points. The attractive 
offer of extension services supports responsible self-reliant 
farm management and successful business development. 
These multifarious, comprehensive and high-quality training 
and further training offers provide a valuable contribution to 
a resource-conscious and responsible way of acting. 

Agricultural education in Austria
Austria’s agriculture and forestry have been the backbone of 
a rural area worth living in for centuries. In order to be able 
to meet the growing demands of the society, the economy 
and the environment a successful agricultural education is 
required. It is based on innovation, competence, sustainabil-
ity and tradition and safeguards in this way the quality of life 
by means of the multifarious services rendered by our farm-
ers for the society as a whole.

The focus of agricultural education is on questions related 
to business management, production technology, sustain able 
development, but also diversification and social affairs. The 
goal is to have productive, sustainably managed holdings in 
rural regions worth living in, which produce high-quality food-
stuffs in an environmentally benign and species-appropriate 
way. Moreover, national strategies are transported and spe-
cific conditions of the Federal Provinces are dealt with. In 
this way regional links are created.

Agricultural education in Austria is characterised by a na-
tion-wide unique educational, training, further training and 
extension network with high permeability. The agricultural 
educational system has a high level of attractiveness for 
non-agrarians, due to its wide range of imparting knowledge.

Life-long, and also true-to life learning have become re-
ality due to the connection between teaching, research and 
practice. People are educated, no matter whether they are 
young or old, towards independent entrepreneurially thinking, 
competent personalities oriented according to the community.

Education must always be oriented according to social, 
economic and in particular climatic changes. By means of in-
tegrating research results in the learning contents, the di-
rect implementation into practice takes place. 

The agricultural educational sector faces its great respon-
sibility. Knowledge in the agricultural industry is not only the 
prerequisite for a secure nutrition and for the preservation of 
the organic base of raw material; it also serves to safeguard 
the base of life of the total population. 

Agricultural education is thus a future-oriented educa-
tional system with the potential of coping with current and 
future, societal, economic, ecological and social tasks. 
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3. Agricultural and forestry schools

The duration of training at the more than 70 agricultural and 
forestry vocational schools is usually 3 years. After the grad-
uation you will become a skilled worker. Many further qual-
ifications can be acquired in this context. For more detailed 
information see: agrarschulen.at.

The Colleges for Agriculture and Forestry offer ten dif-
ferent branches with another 11 regional specialisations and 
priorities. The duration of training is five years and/or three 
years in the advanced training course. The vocational and gen-
eral education at a College ends with a school-leaving exam 
entitling to universities studies called Matura and a diploma 
exam. For more detailed information see: bml.gv.at/schulen.

2. Agriculture and forestry educational system

There are 15 different agricultural and forestry occupations, 
e.g.: Agriculture, horticulture, forestry, ... The duration of a 
training for a skilled worker qualification is regularly 3 years, 
however, apart from the technical school it can also be made 
within the framework of second-chance education or as a dual 
practice-oriented training. The subsequent master craftsmen 
training lasts, as a rule, for three years. For more detailed in-
formation see: lehrlingsstelle.at.

The 93 agricultural schools offer sound training pro-
grammes via different educational paths and priorities. They 
are competence centres within and for vital regions. For more 
detailed information see: agrarschulen.at.

Apart from the HAUP there exist Universities of Applied 
Sciences with an agricultural and environmental focus in Aus-
tria, such as for example the branch of study agricultural 
technology. For more detailed information see: haup.ac.at 
and fachhochschulen.ac.at

The BOKU is the central teaching and research institu-
tion for sustainability. It combines topics of natural sciences, 
technological and socio-economic topics. There exist seven 
bachelor, 30 master and 13 doctoral studies. For more de-
tailed information see: boku.ac.at.

https://www.agrarschulen.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/im-fokus/bildung/schulen/unsere-schulen.html
https://www.lehrlingsstelle.at/
https://www.agrarschulen.at/
https://www.haup.ac.at/
https://www.fachhochschulen.ac.at/
https://boku.ac.at/
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5. Extracurricular agricultural education

Along with the Austrian Chambers of Agriculture (LKÖ) and 
the Rural Further Education Institute (LFI), the Rural Youth is 
one of the largest educational organisations for extracurric-
ular agricultural education in Austria. 

The Rural Youth is the most important organisation for 
extracurricular youth education, and with 90,000 members 
also the largest association of that kind in Austria. In addi-
tion to internship placements abroad and competitions, the 
most important activities include continuing education. Im-
portant key qualifications are acquired in a wide range of ed-
ucational programmes. They contribute to the development 
of one’s own personality and support young people in their 
activities in public functions. For more detailed information 
see: landjugend.at.

The Chambers of Agriculture offer an attractive range of 
advisory services for farmers. The cheap extension network 
covering the whole territory supports responsible self-reliant 
action in farm management and successful business devel-
opment. Farmers are advised on issues related to food pro-
duction, the environment, energy, but also on legal and social 
aspects. This assistance with all farm-related problem-solv-
ing and change processes takes the form of individual, group, 
project and working group consultations. For more detailed 
information see: lko.at.

The Rural Further Education Institute (LFI) is one of the 
largest educational institutions in rural areas. In addition 
to the traditional and well-established technical training, 
courses in personal development, health and environmen-
tal protection are also offered. Demand is particularly high 
for the topics: Business management, EDP, pluriactivity, di-
rect marketing and farm holidays. For more detailed infor-
mation see: lfi.at.

4.  University College for Agricultural and 
Environmental Education (HAUP)

The HAUP is the only teacher training college for the fields 
of agriculture and environment in Austria. It is the centre for 
further training and advanced training for professional fields 
in agricultural and environmental pedagogics and the scien-
tific centre of competence for Green Pedagogics.

Fields of study

• Bachelor and Master studies agricultural/environmental 
education.

• Bachelor studies after or during relevant study 
programmes.

• Bachelor and master studies in agricultural education for 
Master Craftsmen as well as for graduates of the Federal 
Secondary College and Institute with at least three years 
of vocational experience.

Master study courses

• Master study course Green Care;
• Master study course Management & Environment.

University courses at the Institute for Further Training 
and Continuing Education: UC Managing schools in a pro-
fessional way; UC Learning Environment Nature; UC Mentor-
ing–accompanying the career start in a professional way; UC 
Sommelier/Sommelière at schools; UC Cheese Sommelier/
Sommelière at schools; UC Teaching Ethics–from theory to 
practice; UC Social Media Management at schools; UC Gar-
den Pedagogy; UC Teaching Home Economics 4.0; UC Digital 
& Creative; UC Coaching at schools and at boarding schools; 
UC CLIL–Content and Language Integrated Learning; UC Ag-
ricultural Communication; Nature and Landscape Mediation; 
UC Lateral entry (for the compulsory school sector–subject 
Biology and Environmental Science).

University courses at the Institute for Further Training 
and Third-party funded Projects: University Course Gar-
den Therapy UC HIPS Hippotherapy; UC Professionalization 
for Consultants and Trainers; UC Animal Assisted Interven-
tions; UC LIFE Food Knowledge; UC Agricultural Journalism; 
UC Organic Cycle Management.

https://landjugend.at/home
https://www.lko.at/
https://lfi.at/
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6.  Skilled workers’ training in agriculture and 
forestry

A tailor-made training is important for those taking over a 
farm and for managers in the field of agriculture and forestry. 
The practical vocational training is divided into two levels:

Skilled worker training is the first stage. The master 
craftsman training is based on the skilled worker training.

The acquisition of the skilled worker qualification is pos-
sible in three different ways:

• As training at the three-year technical schools to become 
skilled workers.

• In the second-chance education persons with non-agricul-
tural training can catch up on the skilled worker qualifica-
tion. Prerequisites for this are the completion of the 20th 
year of life, as well as at least two years of full-time prac-
tical work or at least four years of part-time practical work 
in agriculture and forestry.

• In the third variant, an apprenticeship can take the form of 
dual practice-oriented training at two learning locations, a 
qualified training company and a vocational school for ag-
riculture and forestry. 

7.  Occupations requiring an apprenticeship in 
agriculture and forestry 

In Austria, there are currently 15 agricultural and forestry ap-
prenticeships that qualify apprentices to become skilled work-
ers and, building on this, to become master craftspersons. The 
competent point of contact is the apprenticeship and techni-
cal training office of the Chamber of Agriculture. For more de-
tailed information see: lehrlingsstelle.at.

https://www.lehrlingsstelle.at/
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HBLA für Landwirtschaft, Umwelt- und Ressourcenmanage-
ment Ursprung (Federal Secondary College for Agriculture, 
Environmental and Resource Management Ursprung)
ursprung.at
HBLA und Bundesamt für Wein- und Obstbau Klosterneu-
burg (Federal College and Federal  Office for Viticulture and 
Pomology Klosterneuburg)
weinobst.at
HBLA für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung Elmberg (Federal 
Secondary College for Agriculture and Nutrition Elmberg)
elmberg.at
HBLA für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung Pitzelstätten 
(Federal Secondary College for Agriculture and Nutrition 
Pitzelstätten)
pitzelstaetten.at
HLBLA für Landwirtschaft St. Florian (Federal Secondary 
College for Agriculture St. Florian)
hlbla-florian.at
HBLA für Forstwirtschaft Bruck an der Mur (Federal 
 Secondary College for Forestry Bruck an der Mur)
forstschule.at
Forstfachschule Traunkirchen (Forestry School Traunkirchen)
forstfachschule.at
Bundesamt für Wasserwirtschaft (BAW) (Federal Agency for 
Water Management)
baw.at
Fairness Office
fairness-buero.gv.at
Bundesanstalt für Agrarwirtschaft und  Bergbauernfragen 
(Federal Institute of Agricultural Economics, Rural and 
 Mountain Research)
bab.gv.at
Bundeskellereiinspektion (Federal Wine Control Board)
bundeskellereiinspektion.at
Bundesamt für Ernährungssicherheit (Federal Office for Food 
Safety)
baes.gv.at
Bundesamt für Weinbau (BAWB) (Federal Office for Viticulture)
bawb.at
Bundesamt für Wald (Federal Forest Research Centre)
bundesamt-wald.at
Forsttechnischer Dienst für Wildbach- und Lawinenverbau-
ung (Forest Engineering Service in Torrent and Avalanche 
Control)
die-wildbach.at

Further information
Websites

BML
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and  Water 
Management
bml.gv.at/en
Press
info.bml.gv.at/service/presse.html
Photo service
info.bml.gv.at/fotoservice.html
Publications
info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen.html
Facts & Figures
info.bml.gv.at/service/zahlen-fakten-neu.html

Agricultural and forestry schools and University College 
and agencies of the BML
BML platform “Unsere Schulen” (Our schools)
bml.gv.at/schulen
Hochschule für Agrar- und Umweltpädagogik (HAUP) (Uni-
versity College for Agricultural and Environmental Education)
haup.ac.at
HBLFA für Gartenbau und Österreichische Bundesgärten 
(Federal College and Research Centre for Horticulture and 
Austrian Federal Gardens)
gartenbau.at
bundesgaerten.at
HBLFA für Landwirtschaft Raumberg-Gumpen-
stein (Agricultural Research and Education Centre 
Raumberg-Gumpenstein)
raumberg-gumpenstein.at
HBLFA Francisco-Josephinum Wieselburg (Federal 
 Institute of Education and Research Francisco Josephinum, 
Wieselburg)
josephinum.at
HBLFA für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung,  Lebensmittel- 
und Biotechnologie Tirol (Higher Research and  Education 
Centre for Agriculture and Nutrition, Food and 
 Biotechnology Tyrol)
hblfa-tirol.at
HBLA für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung Sitzenberg (Federal 
Secondary College for Agriculture and Nutrition Sitzenberg) 
hbla-sitzenberg.at

https://www.ursprung.at/
https://www.weinobst.at/
https://www.elmberg.at/
https://www.pitzelstaetten.at/
https://www.hlbla-florian.at/
https://www.forstschule.at/
https://www.forstfachschule.at/
https://www.baw.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/fairness-buero.html
https://bab.gv.at/
http://bundeskellereiinspektion.at/
https://www.baes.gv.at/
https://www.bawb.at/
https://www.bundesamt-wald.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/wald/wald-und-naturgefahren/wildbach--und-lawinenverbauung.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/en/
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/presse.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/fotoservice.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/zahlen-fakten-neu.html
https://info.bml.gv.at/im-fokus/bildung/schulen/unsere-schulen.html
https://www.haup.ac.at/
https://www.gartenbau.at/
https://www.bundesgaerten.at/
https://raumberg-gumpenstein.at/
https://www.josephinum.at/
https://www.hblfa-tirol.at/
https://www.hbla-sitzenberg.at/
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Leben mit Naturgefahren (Living with natural hazards)
naturgefahren.at
Miteinander sicher auf Österreichs Almen (Safely together 
on Austria’s alpine pastures)
sichere-almen.at
Traditionelle Lebensmittel in Österreich (Traditional food in 
Austria)
traditionelle-lebensmittel.at
netzwerk zukunftsraum land LE 14–20 (Austrian Rural 
Network)
zukunftsraumland.at
Der österreichische Walddialog (The Austrian Forest 
Dialogue)
walddialog.at
Der Waldfonds–Das Zukunftspaket für unsere Wälder 
(The Forest Fund–The future package for our forests)
waldfonds.at
Der Schutzwald in Österreich (Protective forests in Austria)
schutzwald.at

Agricultural education and extension
Skilled worker and master training 
lehrlingsstelle.at
Austrian agricultural schools
agrarschulen.at
Secondary Agriculture and Forestry Colleges
bml.gv.at/schulen
Universities of Applied Sciences
fachhochschulen.ac.at
Hochschule für Agrar- und Umweltpädagogik (HAUP) 
(University College for Agricultural and Environmental 
Education)
haup.ac.at
Universität für Bodenkultur (BOKU) (Vienna University of 
Natural Resources and Life Sciences)
boku.ac.at
Landwirtschaft mit Klasse–Agrarbildung studieren und 
durchstarten! (Study agriculture and get started!)
landwirtschaft-mit-klasse.at
Rural Further Education Institute (LFI)
lfi.at
Landwirtschaftskammern Österreichs (LKÖ) 
 (Austrian Chambers of Agriculture)
lko.at
Österreichische Landjugend (Austrian Rural Youth)
landjugend.at

Corporations, organisations and funds
Spanische Hofreitschule und Bundesgestüt Piber GesÖR 
(Spanish Riding School and Federal Stud Farm Piber)
srs.at
Agrarmarkt Austria (AMA)
ama.at
Österreichische Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungs-
sicherheit GmbH (AGES) (Austrian Agency for Health and 
Food Safety)
ages.at
Landwirtschaftliche Bundesversuchswirtschaften GmbH 
(Federal Agricultural Experimental Station)
bvw.at
Bundesforschungs- und Ausbildungszentrum für Wald, 
Naturgefahren und Landschaft (Federal Research and Train-
ing Centre for Forests, Natural Hazards and Landscape)
bfw.gv.at
Österreichische Bundesforste AG (Austrian Federal 
Forests)
bundesforste.at
Österreichische Raumordnungskonferenz (Austrian Confer-
ence on Spatial Planning)
oerok.gv.at
European Regional Development Fund in Austria (ERDF)
efre.gv.at

Initiatives, campaigns and priorities of the BML
DaFNE–Datenbank für Forschung zur Nachhaltigen Ent-
wicklung (Sustainable Development Research Database)
dafne.at
Das isst Österreich (This is what Austria eats)
das-isst-österreich.at
Grüner Bericht (Green Report)
gruenerbericht.at
Innovation Farm–Farming for Future
innovationfarm.at
Wir Land- und Forstwirte (We, being farmers and foresters)
landwirtschaft.at
Landwirtschaft mit Klasse–Agrarbildung studieren und 
durchstarten! (Study agriculture and get started!)
landwirtschaft-mit-klasse.at
Meine Region–Heimat. Zukunft. Lebensraum.
meine-regionen.at
Bewusst nachhaltig leben (Consciously living in a 
 sustainable way)
nachhaltigkeit.at

https://www.naturgefahren.at/
https://www.sichere-almen.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/trad-lebensmittel.html
https://www.zukunftsraumland.at/
https://www.walddialog.at/
https://www.waldfonds.at/
https://www.schutzwald.at/
https://www.lehrlingsstelle.at/
https://www.agrarschulen.at/
https://info.bml.gv.at/im-fokus/bildung/schulen/unsere-schulen.html
https://www.fachhochschulen.ac.at/
https://www.haup.ac.at/
https://boku.ac.at/
https://www.haup.ac.at/landwirtschaft-mit-klasse/
https://lfi.at/
https://www.lko.at/
https://landjugend.at/home
https://www.srs.at/
https://ama.at/intro
https://www.ages.at/
https://www.bvw.at/
https://www.bfw.gv.at/
https://www.bundesforste.at/
https://www.oerok.gv.at/
http://www.efre.gv.at
https://dafne.at/
https://www.das-isst-%C3%B6sterreich.at/
https://gruenerbericht.at/cm4/
https://www.innovationfarm.at/
https://www.landwirtschaft.at/
https://www.haup.ac.at/landwirtschaft-mit-klasse/
https://www.meine-regionen.at/
https://www.nachhaltigkeit.at/
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WebGIS applications

General
INSPIRE Austria
inspire.gv.at
INSPIRE Geoportal Austria
geoportal.inspire.gv.at

Regional policy and spatial planning
ÖROK-Atlas (Atlas of the Austrian Conference on Spatial Planning)
oerok-atlas.at

Agriculture
Digital Soil Map eBOD
bodenkarte.at
• Soils with sampling sites

Forestry
Forest Development Plan (WEP)
waldentwicklungsplan.at
 Bark Beetle Monitoring 
borkenkaefer.at
Austrian Forest Inventory
waldinventur.at
Österreichischer Waldatlas (Austrian atlas of forests)
waldatlas.at

Water management and protection against natural hazards
Water WebGIS applications
maps.wisa.bml.gv.at
• NGP–National Water Management Plan
• GKRK–Flood hazard and risk maps
• eHYD–Austria’s Hydrography 

ehyd.gv.at
• HORA–Natural Hazard Overview and Risk Assessment 

Austria–Natural Hazards 
hora.gv.at

• EMREG-OW–Emissionsregister Oberflächenwasserkörper 
(Emission register for surface water bodies)

Municipal portal of the Service for Torrent and Avalanche Control
gemeindeportal.die-wildbach.at

Naturgefahren.at (Natural Hazards)
maps.naturgefahren.at
• Floods/Torrents

• Avalanches
• Erosion/Rock fall
• Historical events 

The BML in Social Media

Facebook
BML
facebook.com/BML.gv.at
Lebensmittel sind wertvoll (Food is precious)
facebook.com/lebensmittel.sind.wertvoll.at
Unser Wald (Our Forest)
facebook.com/unserwald
Wasseraktiv
facebook.com/wasseraktiv
Generation Blue
facebook.com/GenerationBlue

X
BML
twitter.com/BML_gv_at
Unser Wald (Our Forest)
twitter.com/Unser_Wald

Instagram
BML
instagram.com/bml.gv.at
Generation Blue
instagram.com/generation_blue_gb
Wasseraktiv
instagram.com/wasseraktiv.at
Unser Wald (Our Forest)
instagram.com/unserwald

LinkedIn
BML
linkedin.com/company/bmlat

YouTube
BML video portal
info.bml.gv.at/service/video.html
Wasseraktiv
youtube.com/@wasseraktiv6661
Generation Blue
youtube.com/user/generationblu

https://www.inspire.gv.at/
https://geoportal.inspire.gv.at/metadatensuche/inspire/ger/catalog.search
https://oerok-atlas.at/
https://bodenkarte.at/
https://www.waldentwicklungsplan.at/
http://www.borkenkaefer.at/
https://waldinventur.at/
https://waldatlas.at/
https://maps.wisa.bml.gv.at/
https://ehyd.gv.at/
https://hora.gv.at/
https://gemeindeportal.die-wildbach.at
https://maps.naturgefahren.at/
https://www.facebook.com/BML.gv.at
https://www.facebook.com/lebensmittel.sind.wertvoll.at
https://www.facebook.com/unserwald
https://www.facebook.com/wasseraktiv
https://www.facebook.com/GenerationBlue
https://twitter.com/BML_gv_at
https://twitter.com/Unser_Wald
https://www.instagram.com/bml.gv.at/
https://www.instagram.com/generation_blue_gb/
https://www.instagram.com/wasseraktiv.at/
https://www.instagram.com/unserwald/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bmlat
https://info.bml.gv.at/service/video.html
https://www.youtube.com/@wasseraktiv6661
https://www.youtube.com/user/generationblu
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Ombudspersons’ Office and Citizens’ Service Unit

Ombudspersons’ Office and Citizens’ Service Unit
The Austrian Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions 
and Water Management has established an Ombudspersons’ 
Office with a Citizens’ Service Unit. The Ombudspersons’ Of-
fice with its citizens’ service team gladly receives your con-
cerns and questions concerning agriculture, forestry, regions 
and water management and responds to them, in close coop-
eration with the experts of the Federal Ministry.

The Ombudspersons’s Office can be reached by email 
at  service@bml.gv.at and by telephone from Monday to Fri-
day from 8:00 a.m. to 2. p.m. on the service telephone num-
ber 0800 500 198 (telephone number for calls from Austria).
For further information, please see
info.bml.gv.at/service/servicestelle/buergerservice.html.

Ombudspersons’ Office
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water 
Management (BML)
Stubenring 1
1010 Vienna
Austria
Email: service@bml.gv.at

Fairness Office

Fairness Office
The Fairness Office is an initial point of contact concerning 
trade practices in connection with the sale of agricultural 
products and food products for Austrian farmers, producer 
groups and suppliers, which is independent and not bound 
by any instructions. It offers speedy and unbureaucratic as-
sistance and advice and provides an unbiased assessment 
of the complaint. In this context all concerns are dealt with 
free-of-charge, anonymously, confidentially and impartially.

Power gap between producers and purchasers
All persons (except for final consumers) who are confronted, 
within the framework of their business relations, with un-
fair practices can contact the Fairness Office. The Federal 
Act on Fair Competitive Conditions (“FWBG Faire-Wettbe-
werbsbedingungen-Gesetz”), which is to be applied, proceeds 
on the assumption of a power gap between purchaser (e.g. 
trade chain) and supplier (e.g. farmers as producers).

The Fairness Office has the following tasks:
• General consulting activities and analysis of cases of 

complaint;
• Confronting the respondent with the subject of the com-

plaint, in agreement with the complainant;
• Upon request by the complainant and the appellee refer-

ral of the matter to a conciliation body.

A differentiation is made between “black list” trade prac-
tices, which are absolutely prohibited, and “grey list” trade 
practices, which are prohibited unless they have been clearly 
and unequivocally agreed before between the supplier and 
the purchaser. For more detailed information, please see 
 fairness-buero.gv.at.

Please contact us:
Fairness Office initial point of contact for complaints con-
cerning trade practices in connection with the sale of agri-
cultural products and food products.
Head: Johannes Abentung
Phone: 01 928 16 54 (telephone number for calls from Austria)
Email: beschwerde@fairness-buero.gv.at
Parkring 12, 1010 Vienna, Austria

mailto:service%40bml.gv.at?subject=
info.bml.gv.at/service/servicestelle/buergerservice.html
mailto:service%40bml.gv.at?subject=
https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/lebensmittel/fairness-buero.html
mailto:beschwerde%40fairness-buero.gv.at?subject=
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Contact and mail address of the BML

Contact
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and 
 Water Management (BML)
Phone: +43 1 71100-0 (Central office–telephone exchange)
Fax: +43 1 513 16 79 25 25
office@bml.gv.at
bml.gv.at

Mail address 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and 
 Water Management (BML)
Stubenring 1
1010 Vienna
Austria

Abbreviations

Abbreviations of the Austrian Federal Provinces
B .................. Burgenland
CA ............... Kärnten (Carinthia)
LA ................ Niederösterreich (Lower Austria)
UA ............... Oberösterreich (Upper Austria)
S .................. Salzburg
ST ................ Steiermark (Styria)
T .................. Tirol (Tyrol)
V .................. Vorarlberg
VIE............... Wien (Vienna)

Further abbreviations
BML .............  Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Re-

gions and Water Management
BMLRT ........  Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Regions and 

Tourism
BMNT ......... Federal Ministry for Sustainability and Tourism
BMLFUW ...  Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 

 Environment and Water Management
A, AT ........... Austria
CAP ............. Common Agricultural Policy
EU ............... European Union
GHG............ Greenhouse gas
NUTS ..........  Nomenclature des Unités Territoriales 

Statistiques
SMEs...........  Small and medium-sized enterprises 

mailto:office%40bml.gv.at?subject=
https://www.bml.gv.at/
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Ordering information

Order of the brochure “Facts and Figures 2023”

On the internet:
This brochure is available as pdf download or as printed 
brochure (subject to availability) at 
 info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen/allgemeine-themen.html.

Per email and by phone:
The printed version can also be ordered (subject to avail-
ability) at service@bml.gv.at 
or by telephone at 0800 500 198 (telephone number for 
calls from Austria) from the Citizens’ Service of the Fed-
eral Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Regions and Water 
Management.

https://info.bml.gv.at/service/publikationen/allgemeine-themen.html
mailto:service%40bml.gv.at?subject=
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