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Eduard Hochbichler and Roland Köck from the University of Natural Resources and Life 

Sciences (BOKU) present some adaptive forest management measures in terms of drinking 

water resource protection. First of all the most important functions and effects of forest 

ecosystems in the context with water protection are explained. Furthermore the importance 

of an adequate forest management increasing stability and functionality of ecosystems is 

emphasized. The spring water protection functionality is important within all areas. Further 

comprehensive recommendations were developed within the project CC-WARE and 

summarized in a Best-Practice catalogue. They differ significantly from the conventional 

forest management in Austria. For example clear-cuts should be completely avoided, not 

more than 10-25% of an actual forest stand volume should be felled to minimize the 

negative impacts – even if the amount of spruce species is too high. A continuous cover 

forest system in line with the natural forest community should be established and the 

provision of stable and resilient forest ecosystems is the first priority. Autochthonous tree 

species are stable over thousand years and therefore also suitable under climate change 

conditions. Old and stable tree individuals are important for stability due to their 

interconnected network of mycorrhiza fungi. A prerequisite is, however, an adequate game 

density. Also the limitation of forest road constructions and a cautious silviculture are of 

crucial importance. Finally the actual situation of the planned drinking water conservation 

area in Waidhofen / Ybbs and the respective surveys (e.g. forest-hydrotop-model) within the 

two EU-projects mentioned before are illustrated. Adequate spring water protection 

silviculture will be promoted among others by the new subsidy programme “Forest for 

Water” as already explained before. 

Within the discussion it is recommended to adapt the actual Austrian Federal Forest Law due 

to the requirements of drinking water protection, especially regarding clear-cuts. Within site 

protection forests clear-cuts are limited, but the delineation – especially in the ÖBf region – 

is sometimes very difficult. Unfortunately at the moment the respective interest groups of 

Waidhofen / Ybbs submitted a negative answer to the actual water conservation area due to 

the expected silviculture constraints and remunerations. Similar to the situation of the 

drinking water for Vienna also Waidhofen could consider some kind of financial 

compensation for adaptive forest management taking account of drinking water protection 

(e.g. contract for drinking water protection – for example water board in Styria with the 

relevant agricultural economics). Additionally the respective authorities of the states should 

designate potential drinking water resource areas as protection respectively conservation 

areas. Problems could occur due to the limitation of subsidies within a 6 year period, 

because measures should be realized not only within this time frame.   

After the presentations a joint excursion to the pilot area “Schnabelberg” observing and 

discussing the actual status after some forest management measures on ÖBf area within the 

former project CC-WaterS is organised. Due to the bad weather a detailed observation was 

not possible. 

 


